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' Secretary of State, 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 





NWN ROMTan 
This telegram must be r 
closely paraphrased be- Dated November 1, 1941 
fore being communicated 

to anyone. (br) Rec'd. 8:49 a.m. 2nd, 


DEPART MEN, 






nob 3— 1941 
War onion 
oe Ae 


The British Minister informs me his 
Government, on behalfof Saudi Arabia, is requesting 






Washington. 





214, November 1, 2 p.m. 


the Iranian Government to lift its severe 
restrictions against Iranians making the 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Copy to Cairo. 
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SUBJECT Pilgrimage of Ibn Saude 
Desires to know of plans regarding the,- 


Dated dans 6.1962. | <= 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


LR a 


AMERICAN LEGATION 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia, September 8, 1942. 


Ca 
> 


Subject: Official Notice about Pilgrimage to Mecea in 1942. 
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The Honorable ea 
on 
The Secretary of State, “s 
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Washington. at 
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Sir: 
I have the honor to report that by a Note dated September 2, 


1942, the Saudi Arabian Ministry of Foreign Affaire informed this 


Legation that the ‘ares and charges for the pilgrimage to the 
Moslem holy places in 1942 will be the same as those levied in the 


preceding year. 
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“iaee there seems to be no yosetbiiiy of any snerioane makin 
siigrimage, which begins in December of this year, no action 
has boon taken beyond acknowledgenont of the notioe. 
: _ Tt is understood thet the British Government is providing 
i Gecieienindinen ent. rebenittig dente for shewk five teveeunt 
pilgrims from India this season. 

Respectfully yours, 





1 ! 
é%affaires ad inter in. 
To Department in triplicate. 
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a a ~ o ge of State, 
o Washington. 
DIVISION OF Xx 


sir: [NEAR EASTERN. AFFAIRS 


ES 


I have the honor to report that the Government of India O 
having announced that no shipping facilities could be set 
aside this year to carry pilgrims to Mecca, the Afghan a 
Government has advised all Afghan subjects intending to go 
on pilgrimage to postpone their journey until after the war. 


0) 


A The Afghan authorities have also announced that the 
land routes via Persia and Iraq are at present "unsafe for 
travelers". 


{[e/vur~ 


4 
o | The advice not to go on pilgrimage also applies to the 
Shiahs who go only to Meshed (Persia) or Kerbela (Iraq). 


— 


Confidential. I understand the Afghan Government was 
glad to take advantage of the decision of the authorities 
in India not to make any shipping available to pilgrims. 

It has for several years been trying to discourage the 
annual pilgrimage as much as possible in order to conserve 
foreign exchange. For it is estimated that in a normel 
year the purchase of foreign exchange for the travell 
expenses of pilgrims represents a drain on Afghan ae oa 
amounting to between one and two million dollars. 


Another reason why the Afghan Government is doubtiess 
Pleased to be able to advise officially against the pilgrin- 
age is that much of the propaganda in favor of the ex-King 
Amanullah often emanates from Mecca. In fact, the pilgrimage 
has frequently been used by the exiled adherents of Amanullah 
to get in touch at Mecca with Afghan and Indian pilgrims 

who are either sympathizers with the ex-King's cause or who 
can at least be used to spread anti-government propaganda 

on tie return to their homes. 


WwWef/sd 


Respectfully yours, 


3 va aes =, 
a Qe 4e 
In quadruplicate, 


Copy sent to American Legation, Jedda. 


File No. 030. % 





Kabul, November 17, 1942. 


Noe 57. 
Subject: Pilgrimage to Mecca discouraged this Year. 


The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


sirs 


I have the honor to report that the Government of India 
having announced that no shipping facilities could be set 
aside this year to carry pilgrims to Mecca, the Afghan 
Government has advised all Afghan subjects intending to go 
on pilgrimage to postpone their journey until after the war. 


The Afghan authorities have also announced that the 
land routes via Persia and Iraq are at present “unsafe for 
travelers". 


The advice not to go on pilgrimage also applies to the 
Shiahs who go only to Meshed (Persia) or Kerbela (Iraq). 


onfidential. I understand the Afghan Government was 
glad vantage of the decision of the authorities 
in India not to make any shipping available to pilgrims. 
It has for several years been trying to discourage the 
annual pilgrimage as much as possible in order to conserve 
foreign exchange. For it is estimated that in a normal 
year the purchase of foreign exchange for the traveling 
expenses of pilgrims represents a drain on Afghan resources 
amounting to between one and two million dollars. 


Another reason why the Afghan Government is doubtless 
pleased to be able to advise officially against the pilgrim- 
age is that much of the propaganda in favor of the ex-King 
Amanullah often emanates from Mecca. In fact, the pilgrimage 
has frequently been used by the exiled adherents of Amanullah 
to get in touch at Mecca with Afghan and Indian pilgrims 
who are either sympathizers with the ex-King's cause or who 
can at least be used to spread anti-government propaganda 
on tivir return to their homes. 


Respectfully yours, 


Ce Van He. Engert 


In quadruplicate, Mite j 
Copy sent to American Legation, Jedda. ia RF SIGNEL 
File No. 030. ORIGINAL. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 
NOTE 


SUBJECT 
Violation of United States plane flying over Mecca. 
Submits information in regard to -, Nig 


\ 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See i a a i ce —T-pm- traction, latter, to) ne ate 
Dated _......Jan. .13,-1943-....... to | _Saude_Arabia(st11law) 


File No... 990f.792/2 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 

This telegram mst be 

parephrased before being Dated August 27, 1943 
communicated to anyone 

other than a GovernmenteFRom Reo'd 8:15 p.m., 28th. 

agency. (BR) ¢ ~ DWision 

OF 





INFORMA 
Secretary of State, 







es: nen 
pe. nf 
Sea RB suaant 27, 3 pema J 
“Sr ’ P n 6 Dah a saree he Z 
af. # s-: BADEAU FROM (#)yo.wlent of SU 
A ; 
< gq Restoration pilerimer fecilities North Africe 


to Mecca {nterrupted since beginning war extremely 
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desireable even if only on token basis. Axis 
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propaganda Arabward constantly hammering point Allied 


interference Moslem life. Washington action 


e2/vOr ° 4068 


necessary due to political transportation financial 
problems. Pllgrine dus Mecca last week November and 
would remain through December 9. Suggest consultation 
Stete Department. 
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CBF Cairo . 
This telerram must te . 

closely paraphrased te-FROMDated surust 27, 1943 
fore beins ccmmunicated 








to anycnee (BR) Rec'e 83:20 peme 
Lag GON OF CURRE > i 
Secretary cf State, ON ORMATION Ligge”  S 





Washinrtone 


Referring, tc my 1540, Aurust 27, 3 Peme transmitti: 
messare from Orfice of War Information re; arding 
pessibility facilitating prilgrimare of group North 

African Moslems. barnes discussed the matter with me 
and I agreed idee merited examinaticn. I would surest 


however, that final decissicn be continrent cn prior 


vZ/yOv* 4068 


consultation with Jidda end Alriers and that British 
be broucht in at appropriate timee Transportation 
would of ccurse te majcr consideration, land route 
would probably be impractica!le, sea trevel even if 
availatic would be overly hazardcus and air transncrt 


would presumatly have tc be arranrement with TC, 
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PABRAPHRASE. OF TELEGRAM RECELVED 


From: American Legation, Cairo 

Tot Secretary of State, Washington 
Dated: Auguet 27, 1943, 8 p.m. 
Number: 1545 


Reference is made to my 1540, August 27, 3 p.m. 
transmitting message from Office of War Information 
regarding possibility facilitating pilgrimage of group 
of Moslems from North Africa. I discussed the matter 
with Barnes and agreed idea merited investigation. 
However, I would suggest that final decision be con- 
tingent on prior consultation with Jidda and Algiers 
and that at the appropriate time British be brought in. 
Of course, transportation would be major consideration, 
land route would probably be impracticable, sea travel 
even if available would be overly hazardous and air 
transport would have to be arrangement with ATC pre- 
sumably. 

KIRK 
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LEGATION OF THE 


UNITED vi OF AMERICA 


Zidda, Saudi ‘Avebia, August 17, 1943 -4t7" 


Subject: 1943 Pilgrimage to ne 
“ pee: ; 3 . 49 
The Resets _e “py a\' ev P 
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Le} ‘ 
I have the honor to i ang that the annual-Moslenm 
to Meeca will ee this year, beginni 
at the end of November, 4 
is observed, and continuing for ten days. 


The 1943 p will be attended by many 
difficulties, arising for the most part from war 
conditions outside Arabia. The recent loss of a shi 
between an Indian port and the Red Sea caused the Gov 
ment of Indie to forbid any Indians to make the piler ; 
This is the second year that Indian Moslems have been 
prevented from going to Mecca. — 


Pilgrims are ee from practically all Moslem 
countries except Indie and the Dutch Eest Indies. The 
greater number come to Jidda by sea, though there are 
a certain number who come by caravan from Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Palestine ané Transjordan and Egypt. The number 
of p arriving by sea in 1942 was nearly 28,000. 
Botima which are not very reliable, place the number 
of during the current season at no less than 
40, - The figure wes 50,000 until the Government of 

a took steps to prevent Indians from making the 
pilgrimage. 
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Pilgrims will begin to arrive in Jidda by the end 
of 3 and it will doubtless be well into the 
year 1944 before the last stragglers depart. Preparations 
which must be made for the pilgrims by the local 
authorities relate prinei to food, medicines, 
transportation and currency. 


jeations placed with the Middle Zast y 
Center last prize, and rted by the British rn- 
ment, appear have that there will be an 
adequate ef food for the pilgrims as well as for 
the local tion. 


It appears unlikely that there will be sufficient 
medicines available, or that the supply will consist of 
the right kind of medicines. Pharaceuticals were order- 


ed from India months ago. Some were unobtainable, and 
some were obtained only to be lost at sea. t, 


“| WH / Sd 


a 


_ 
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Consequently, it will be necessary for the local 
quarantine authorities to get along with whatever 
can be found in the Middle East. @e question of 
medicines is an important one, since the gathering 
of the pilgrims from all parts of the Moslem world 
is an unparalled eppertwmity for the quick and 
effective transmission of disease. 


Transportation by sea is required to bring the 
pilgrims frem Suez er Port Sudan to Jidda, and to 
teke them away in at the end of the pilgrimage. 
The Pharaonic Mail Line ( ian) is reported to 
have three vessels which be used exclusively 
for pilgrims during the rush seasen. These three 
vessels, plus a preblematical fourth vessel te be 
obtained from Indian shi ers, will F phg po 
carry all the pilgrims with censidera 
inconvenience and delay. 


The rtatien of p ims frem Jidda te 
Mecca ig relatively simple. re is a good road, 
and pilgrims ean go by automobile er bus, on camels, 
er on feet. The distanee is about fifty miles. Many 
ef the p » however, are as mueh interested in 
visiting the tomb of the Prophet in ine as they 
are in the seven turns ng the Ka’aba in 
Mecea, and the Arab Car government owned) 
usually provides transperteation by car or bus from 
yieee Mecea, thenee te Medina, and thence back to 
Jiddea. The vehicles of the Arab Car © are in 
bad eendition; but if vehicles already otted to 
Gaudi Arabia the Midaéle East Supply Center arrive 
pest ate | te sehedule, it is believed that all ef the 
estimated pilgrims who wish to do so will be able to 
secure transpertation to and from Medina. 


Pil e requirements are merely one aspect of 
the general problem of Saudi currency. In an effort 
te reduee the number of persons making the eee 
this » the Saudi Gevernment raised the 
connection with the pilgrimage considerably above the 
level eof last year. The _— currencies acceptable 
o Saudi Arabia are the Sa riyal and the sovereign 

gold). Phe pilgrims do not have Saudi riyals, and 
the countries from which they come generally have 
restrictions en the export of gold. 


A British offieial from Palestine was in Jidda 
last week making arrangements se pilgrims with British 
passperts could seeure the needed sums in local 
currency with which to defray their expenses. The 
Egyptian Chargé d'affaires, Ab@ul Hamid MUNIR BEY, has 
gone to Caire, and it is understeed that while there 
he will make some lar arrangement fer ian 

i « Sinee the ‘supply of riyals in Sea Arabia 
s insufficient for the currency needs of the country 
and there te be no prespect of more riyals being 
received ore the pilgrimage, riyals for the needs of 


British 


@ disconfert, 





No, 21 


Zidda, Saudi Arabia, August 17, 1943 
Subject: 1943 Pilerimage to Mecca. 


4 


The Tonorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that the annual Moslem 
pilgrimage to Meeca will take place this year, beginning 
at the end of November, depending on when the new moon 
is observed, and continuing for ten days. 


The 1943 pllgrinmage will be attended by rany 
aifficulties, arising for the most part from war 
conditions outside Arabia. The recent loss of a ship 
between an Indian port and the "ed Sea caused the “overn- 
ment of Indie to forbid any Tnd‘ans to make the pilgrimage. 
This is the second year that Indtan Moslems have been 
prevented from going to "ecca. 


Tilgrims are expected from bgt eg all Moslem 
countries except India and the Duteh “ast Indies. The 
greater number come to Jidda by sea, though there are 

a eertain number who come by caravan from Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Palestine ané Transjordan and vgypt. The number 


of pi arriving by sea in 1942 was nearly 23,000. 
Eat which are not very reliable, place the number 
of pilgrims during the current season at no less than 


40 « The figure was 50,000 until the Government of 
Indie took steps to prevent Indians from making the 
pilgrimage. 


Pilgrins will begin to arrive in Jidda by the end 
of § ember; and it will doubtless be well into the 
year 1944 vefore the last stragglers depart. lreparations 
which must be made for the pilgrims by the local 
authorities relate principally to food, medicines, 
transportation and currency. 


ro wap gpl placed with the Middle ast find od 
Center last ing, and supported by the British ern- 
ment, appear have insured that there will be an 
adequate supply of food for the pilgrims as well as for 
the local population. 


It appears unlikely that there will be sufficient 
medicines available, or thet the supply will consist of 
the right kind of medicines. Pharaceuticals were order- 
ed from India months ago. Some were unobtainable, and 
some were obtained only to be lost at sea. At present, 
the supply is entirely too small to fill the needs of the 
pilgrims expected; and the time is too short to obtain 
the requirements from England or the United States. 


Consequently 


-2e. 


Consequently, it will be necessary for the local 
quarantine authorities to get along with whatever 
ean be found in the Middle Mast. e question of 
medicines is an important one, since the gathering 
of the pilgrims from all parts of the Moslem world 
is an wnparalled opportunity for the quick and 
effective transmission of disease, 


Transportation by sea is required to bring the 

a gee from Suez or Fort Sudan to Jidde, and to 

e them away again at the end of the pilgrimage. 
The Pharaonic Mail I ine ps ieee is reported to 
have three vessels which will be used exslusively 
for pilgrims during the rush season. These three 
vessels, plus a problematical fourth vessel to be 
obtained from Indian shipowners, will probably 
carry all the pilgrims with considerable discornfort, 
inconvenience and delay. 


The transportation of pilgrims fro: Jidda to 
Mecca is relatively simple. There 1s a food road, 
and pilgrims can go by automobile or bus, on carels, 
or on foot. The distance is about fifty niles. Many 
of the pilerims, however, are as much interested in 
visiting the tomb of the rophet in Medina as they 
are in miking the seven turns about the Fn'abe in 
Mecea, and the Arab Car Company (government owned) 
usually provides transportation by car or bus from 
Jidda to Mecoa, thenoe to iiedina, and thence back to 
Jidda. The vehioles of the Arab Car Company are in 
bad condition; but if vehicles already allotted to 
Saudi Arebia by the !iddle tast Supply Center arrive 
according to schedule, it is believed that all of the 
estimated pilgrims who wish to do so will be able to 
secure transportation to and from Medina. 


Pilgrimage requirements are merely one aspect of 
the general problem of Saudi currency, In an effort 
to reduce the nmumber of persons making the pilgrimage 
this year, the Saudi Government raised the fees in 
connection with the pilgrimage considerably above the 
level of last year. The only currencies acceptable 
in Saudi Arabia are the Saudi riyal and the sovereign 
(gold). The pilgrims do not have Saudi riyals, and 
the countries from which they come genernlly have 
restrictions on the export of gold. 


A British official from lalestine was in Jidda 
last week making arrangements so pilgrims with British 
passports could secure the needed sums in local 
currency with which to defray their expenses, The 
Egyptian Chargé d'affaires, Abdul Hamid MUNIR BEY, has 
gone to Cairo, and it is understood that while there 
he will make some similar arrangement for ian 
pp hee: Sinee the supply of riyals in Saudi Arabia 

s insuffietent for the currency needs of the sountry 
and there appears to be no prospect of more riyals being 
received before the pilgrimage, riyals for the needs of 


British 
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must be 





British and Ugyptian pilgrims mst 

mayket with gold prior to the arrival of 
further feature discussed in connection with 
plan was to make payments to pilgrims only in fixed 
amounts and at stated intervals thus reducing the demand 
for riyals at any one moment 
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a are thankful that 26 








Respectfully yours, 


James '. Moose, Jr. 
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Tidda, Saudi Arabia, August 17, 1943 
Subjeet: 1943 Dilgrimage to Mecca. 


The Tlonorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington. 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that the annual Moslem 
pligrimage to ''ecoa will take place this year, beginning 
at the end of “ovember, depending on when the new moon 
{s observed, and continuing for ten days. 


The 1943 pilgrimage will be attended by many 
aifficulties, arising for the nost part from war 
conditions outside ‘rable. The recent loss of « ship 
between an Indian port and the “ed “en caused the “overn=e 
ment of India to forbid any ‘ndians to make the pilgrimage. 
This is the second year that Tndinn !‘noslens have heen 
prevented from foinr to Mecca. 


T4igrims are expected from practically ell Moslem 
countries except Tndie and the Putch “est [ndies. The 
greater number come to Jidda by sea, though there are 
a certain number who cone by caravan from Iran, Iraq, 
Syria, Palestine and Transjordan and Erypt. “he number 
of tlerins arriving by sea in 1942 was nearly 28,000. 
Estima which are not very reliable, place the number 
of pilex during the current season at no less than 
LO » The figure wes 50,000 until the Covernment of 
Tndfe took steps to prevent Indians from making the 
pilgrimage. 


Pligrime will begin to arrive in Jidda by the end 
of in and it will doubtless be well into the 
year 19141, before the last stragglers depart. Yreparations 
whieh must be made for the pilgrims by the local 
authorities relate prinoipally to food, medicines, 
tion and ourrency. 


Applications placed with the ‘fiddle “ast Supply 
Center last spring, and supported by the Sritish ern= 
ment, appear to have insured that there will be an 
adequate supply of food for the pilgrims as well as for 
the local tion. 


It appears wniikely that there will be sufficient 
medicines available, or that the supply will consist of 
the right kind of medicines, Pharaceuticals were order 
e4 from India months ago. Some were unobtainable, and 
some were obtained only to be lost at sea. At present, 


— expected; and the time is too short to obtain 
requi the United States. 


o“ 2a 


Consequently, it will be necessary for the local 
quarantine authorities to cet a with whatever 
ean be found in the Middle fast, question of 
medicines is an important one, since the gathering 
of the pilgrims from all s of the Moslem world 
is an unparalled oa, aig ty for the quick and 
effective transmiss of disease, 


tion by sea is required to bring the 
eg es from Suez or Fort Sudan to Jidda, and to 


nr oe at the end of the p e 
The Pharaonie Line fan) is reported to 
have three vessels which be used exclusively 


for pilgrims during the rush season. These three 
vessels, plus a problematical fourth vessel to be 
obtained from Indian shi » will probably 
carry all the pilgrims with considerable discomfort, 
inconvenience and delay. 


The tp al pager me of pilgrims from Jidda to 
Mecca is relatively simple. There is a good road 
and pilgrims can go by automobile or bus, on camels, 
or on foot. The distance is about fifty miles. Many 
of the pilgrims, however, are as much interested in 
visiting the tomb of the Prophet in Medina as they 
are in making the seven turns about the Ka’aba in 
Mecca, and the Arab Car nae eed (government owned ) 
provides transportation by oar or bus fron 
Jidda to Mecca, thence to Medina, and thence back to 
Jidda. The vehioles of the Arab Car © are in 
bad condition; but if vehicles already otted to 
Saudi Arabia by the Middle Hast Supply Center arrive 
accord to schedule, it is believed that all of the 
estima pilgrims who wish to do so will be able to 
secure transportation to and from Medina. 


Pllgrimage requirements are merely one aspect of 
the general problem of Saudi currency, In an effort 
to reduce the number of persons making the pilgrimage 
this year, the Saudi Government rai the fees in 


level of last year. ° currencies acceptable 
Saudi Arable are the 5a riyal and the sovereign 
4). The pilgrims do not have Saudi s, and 
countries from which they come generally have 
restrictions on the export of gold. 


A British official from Palestine was in Jidda 
last week making arrangements so oe British 


he will make some similar arrangement for a! gre 
gp Sinoe the supply of riyais in Saudi Arabia 
i. nsufficient for the currency needs of the country 
and there appears to be no prospect of more riyels be 
received before the pilerimage, riyals for the needs of 


British 


problem is the one which is 





ae mepere of thks — thankful that no 
Respectfully yours, 





James S. Moose, jr. 


7a /e jn 


September 27, 1943 











ene ace in relation to the 1943 ro) 
lgrisage Co) 

o 

Th 

Enelosure; ° 
fom the American Winister at Jidda, 5 
Seen: a: * 

! pe. . ~ 

| ia N 

oO 

| teeieciiand o 

$70 re 
nal, k 

FD: FL: EBW " £8%7 = 





BOOF .404/25A : 


Contidential Fi, 


TEL.I1676 TO ALGIERS SEPT 13,1943 
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Night letter — 
iii September G,, 1943 
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AMERICAN CONSUL, 

ALGIERS, ALGERIA. 
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In view of Axis propaganda alleging Allied interference 
with Moslem life it has been suggested that the restoration 
of pilgrimage facilities to Mecca, which have been inter- 

\ rupted in North Africa since the beginning of the war, would 
have a salutary effect even if limited to a token basis. 
( It 18 realized that the transportation question presents 
\ a serious difficulty since travel overland or by air may well 
be impractical and travel by sea may be too hazardous. 

In principle — Department believes that the suggestion 
has merit and unless you perceive objections, you are re- 
quested to discuss it with Allied Headquarters with a view 
to determining ite feasibility. If a practical solution is 
found, you may also discuss the matter with the French author 
ities who would presumably be responsible for the manner of 
selecting the pilgrims and for transporting them to the port 
of embarkation if the voyage is to be made by sea. The plan 
should envisage their arriving at Mecca the last week in 
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a OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION A. 
: WASHINGTON Wr ‘s 


September 3, 1943 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


SEP 4 =1943 





DIVISION OF 
PURDPEAN AFFAIRS 


SEP 71943 


DEPARTMENT OF S 













Payl Alling 

ar East Division 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 








Dear Mre Alling: 


: Enclosed are two communications from Cairo regarding 
the possibility of helping in the restoration of pilgrimage 
facilities from North Africa. 


As a gesture of good will, I am sure that some such 
service would be abundantly worthwhile but does not fall 
under the program of the Office of War Information, I am, 
therefore, sending these papers to you so that if your 
Department has any interest in the matter, it may take 
whatever action it feels is appropriate. 


Very ee Z, F 


ohn S. Badeau 
Chief, Region VI 
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nol” Departmmt's 1676,/ Septmber ‘4 6 p.m. 

6 we &s reported in my airgrems a-21/ Mey 12 hie 
September 6 French authorities have announced their 
decision to permit resumption of cnnuel pilgrimage to 
Mecca, Owing to difficulties of transport delegation 
will have to be limited in size. 


I am informed that plans envisage sending several 
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lots of Moslems by plene so that they would arrive prior 
to last week in November. Size of delegetion is not 6nly 
limited by transport aiffieulties but by reluctance of 

most Arabs to enter an airplene, It is anticipated, ., 
however; that a sffMcient number may be found so thet © 


& pilgrimage can take place if only on a token besis,. 
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Please repeat your 1609, September 18, 5 p.m. 
-Jidda and keep Jidda intoreed urther developments 
regarding resumption of pilgrimage. 
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"y soumunioated to anyoré 
, other than 4 Govormszc 263 Rec'd 10:26 Paiivision of 


cgencye (BR) 





| - State Depar*ernt, 





all 
OR" 1068 Fe 


Washington. NT "a : 
- 181, Ootober 2, 11 a.m, ¢ aaa) 
alt ser y ; fy, | 
Yd Referenoe Department! of, September 22, 1.D. 
a 5 ~ 
MESC is endesvoring apprrently with some success N 


to obtain essential medicines and iruecs for the 
pilgrimage in the Midcle East. It is now anticipated 
that with care stocks on hance and in sight will be 


sufficient to meet minimum needs, 
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KEM Jidda PA* 
This telegram must be 


closely paraphrased be~ PO tae October 2, 19 
fore being co=mriunicated 7 


to anyone,. (80) Rec*@ 1203 orig, Srde- 


Secretary of State, 
Washington. | p/ ec] 
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FOLLOWING TELEGRAM HAS BEEN SENT TO ALGIERS: t . nF 
O 
“Tl 
y October 2, °2 pete. ° 
0 ee: iS 
g * Your Septerbor 24, 2 pele : 
; ~ 
. NY 
When acting Saudi Foreign Ministor was. informed by © 
the British some tine ago that a North .\frican | 
pilgrinage by air was contomplated his reply was to 
the effect that the Saudi Govornment had no objection ‘ 
‘ ' ran) 
to the pilgrims coming, but that arrangemonts should 3 
Ye) 
be made by those bringing them for their return to (8 
North Afrieo. If the pilgrijas were to arrive in Jidda ° 
by air it would be nocossary for them to return the a 
some way if lengthy stay in Saudi drabia were to be ee 
avoided sinco other-pPgrins would have priority on cap 
iy 
ship transport. — Et. 
‘, * el Py 
Repeated to Department. - hep 
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F af S Foal being communicated to anyone. bey 

As you know, the two main concerns of King Ibn Saud 

bd ffs in regard to the Pilgrimage have related (a) to an additional 

gis quantity of sliver Yials needed by the pilgrims; and (b) to 

" an additional 200 to 500 motor vehicles required primarily 

yt for the transportation of pilgrims and also of supplies during 

the Pilgrimage. 

Amir Feisal, during his stay in Washington, has again 
brought up the importance of obtaining prompt action on both 
these matters in view of the fact that the Pilgrimage starts 
officially the first week in December, Also he has asked for 
a report on what has been done to date, 

The Amir has been advised of the plans in regard to 
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supplying silver rials and agrees that if the proposed schedule 


is lived up to this problem will be met. 

As to the deliveries of motor vehicles to Saudi Arabia, 
we are not fully informed on the latest status of deliveries 
but feel that every effort should be made to meet the King's 
request at least to the extent of 200 vehicles. We should 


Enciphared by 
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Night letter aaanemaae — 
Charge Department: } ‘ania 
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‘eppreciate your taking thie matter up with Mr. Casey and with 
the MESO and request you Cable us results so that Amir Feisal 
in turn can be advised, . 

If all 300 vehicles requested cannot be supplied, we 
suggest you look into the possibility of the Army loaning 
sufficient vehicles to the Saudi Arabian Government for the 
period of the Pilgrimage. If this were done we might specify 
that the loaned vehicles be used only on the paved road 
between Jidda and Mecca so that the wear and tear on the 
vehicles that are to be returned after the Pilgrimage would 
thus be kept to a minimun, 
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SCB Cairo 

This telegram must be 

paraphrased before beidgROM Dated October 7, 1943.4 
‘communicated to anyone 

other than a Governmental Rec'd 11350 a.m. 
agency. (BR) ; sie: 





Secretary of State, ~~ 
Washington, | ane 


OCT 1-2 i343 
1798, October pes 6 " 


PROM ARMESC, Number 4, 


Sion Oo 
Defense Materials 


Departacnt te 


"One, Reference Department's 1466, October 4, 







MESC is working closely with Nijib Salha, representae 
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tive here of Saudi Arabian Governwent, in determin~ 
ing needs for medicines and drugs in. Jidm. for pilgrima: 


Shipments of two tons of vacines, scrum, disinfectants, 







eto cetra , have already been made and further supplies 


are being sent forward, 


Os MESC isaware of importance of adequate supplies 
=i or this purpose. Saudi Arabian representative expressr 


3 satisfaction with assistance being givens? 


KIRK 


40/Sd 











BIR TELEGRAM 
Tr. 6 telegram met pe 
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1796, October 7, 9 a,n, ag 
Sad Department's 1465, October 4, 6 p.m. 
art Present status of motor vehicle deliveries to 
Saudi Arabia reported by MESC to be as follows: first, 
229 trucks already delivéred or shipped year; second, 
King Ibn Saud has arreed to make all of his personal 
transport vehicles und those of Royal family and of 
Government officials available for pilgrimages; Third, 
King and British Minister at Jidda both feel that 
present positions satisfactory, sufficient transport 
ovr. now being availeble for about 50,000 pilgrims, which 
a glamor is approximately 20% larger than estimated 
“ tal pilgrimage. 
Foregoing repeated to Jidda for comment by Moose 


Department on status based on Information available 


eyer rT LI0 
gO NO’ 


KIRK 
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Mo Jidda 

This telegram must be 

ie closely paraphrased be- FROYatea October 11, 1943 
) fore being aaa 


to anyone, Rec'd 2:30 p.m , ¥ 
i oA? »” 7 
’ “ Xx f.. 
Secretary of State at ead: 4 aig 
Washington ; Pal ! 





156, October 11, noon BLOCKAD 
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40 / sf Cairo's 1796, October 7, 9 a.m, ; (© 
g DEPARTMENT OF STATE 2 
Some months ago Arabian Motor Car Co informed MESC * 
Jidda thet provided tires were supplied it could produce g 
two hundred roadworthy vehicles for vilgrimage. Tires Fs 
have now been supplied. With these vehicles and others - 
nt disposal of Government it 1s anticipated that three 
hundred motor cars can be kept an road and this number 
should be sufficient for pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina. © 
of | 
Repeated to Cairo. a 
Sins © | 
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PARAPHRASE OF TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
BSD 
FROM: American Legation, Jidda 
jo/l Ws 
TO: Secretary of State, Washington ? 
a O97 
DATE: Ostober 11, 1943 
NUMBER: 156 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Thie refers to Cairo's telegram dated October 7, 
no. 1796, 

Providing that tires were supplied, some months ago 
the Arabian Motor Car Company informed MESC Jidda that 
1t could produce readworthy vehicles for pilgrimage up 
to 200. These tires have now been furnished, It is 
anticipated that 500 motor cars can be kept on road and 
this number should be efficient for pilgrimage to Mecca 
and Medina with these vehicles and others at the disposal 
of the Government. 


Caire has received a repat of the foregoing message, 


SHULLAW 


DCR:MAS: SSW 10-12-45 


We in the Near Eastern Division sincerely hope that Their 
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October 15, 19435 


Dear Leonard: 


With regard to the motor car situation for the Hajj, 
you may wish to acquaint Their Royal Highnesses with the 
following: 


The Legation at Cairo informe use in a telegram of 
October 7 that according to the Middle East Supply Center: 


1. 229 trucks have already been delivered or shipped 
this year; 


2. King Ibn Saud has consented to make all of the 
transport vehicles belonging to Hie Majesty, to the Royal 
Family and to government officials, available for the 
pligrimage; 


5S. Both His Majesty the King and the British Minister 
at Jidda feel that sufficient transport is available for 
about 60,000 pilgrims, or about 20 percent more than the 
Pg total, and that therefore the position is satis- 
actory. 


The foregoing was transmitted to our Legation at Jidda 
for comment. The Legation telegraphed on October 11 that 
MESC was informed some months ago by the Arabian Motor Car 
Company that the latter could furnish 200 roadworthy vehicles 
for the pilgrimage if provided with tires. The tires have . 
now been supplied. The Legation states that it is estimated 
that with these vehicles and those at the disposal of the 
Government a total of 300 cars can be kept on the road, which 
should be sufficient to care for the pilgrimage to Meson and 


~Poyal Highnesses are enjoying their journey in the West and 
“send respects and best wishes. 


Sincerely yours, 
W. Leonard Parker, Esquire, fj Aya Mh eg 
saat tr 


| 
Francisco, California. A tre copy 4 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





DIVISION OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


” October 5, 19435 
NE - po vaiare ¢ 








I have read Mr. Gordon Browne's memo- 
randum - 





In view of the time factor and the 
considerations set forth in Mr. Murray's 
memorandum of conversation with Mr. 
Sweetser on October 2 (although that 
memorandum does not deal with the same 
persons as those mentioned by Mr. Browne) 
we would be inclined to leave this matter 
to be worked out in Algiers. 





We would of course be perfectly willing 







to pursue the matter further if NE 
thinks it would have a useful effect 
"with all Moslem countries". 














ei. | 


we~ 


f 
“SPARTHENT OF State 


OCT 1 va ) 
In Tangier last May, at the suggestion of prominent Mooteae,, i N OF 


recommended that United States authorities give official support to 


‘the Moslem pilgrimage to Mecca this autumn. We suggested that overland | 
transportation be provided for groups of pilgrims from French North 
Africa, and that though this might have to be dene in collaboration 
with the British and French authorities, it should not, under any circum- 


\ 
stances, be left entirely to the French, 


The time for the pilgrimage is fast approaching, The rites in Meoca 
will be under way on December 7. The pilgrims should therefore arrive 
im the Hejas before the end of November. The selection of the North 
Africen pilgrims and the arrangements for their transportation should be 


made as soon as possible. 


When we made our original recommendation we were not fully aware of 


the difficulties of the overland route. In view of the disturbed local 


mee condi tions, transportation of the 2 at across Tunisia and Libya now 


=) 
teens quite impracticable, ‘hid: anche alld n'ante’ elt £0: Nhe 


ws tr ate neo She ern hn, She le 





ze/ yoy 4068 


dd /Sc! 


good propaganda for the niin as for the Allies, The only other 
alternative is transportation by air. Planes piloted by Christians can 
land at Jidda, from which the pilgrims can reach Mecca by bug within a ) 
few hours, 

There are reports that the North African French authorities are 
plaming to transport a group of pilgrims in this way, The gnall capacity 
of the planes will allow only a few pilgrims to be invited. These will 
almost sine ie Moslems who are thoroughly in favor of French 
domination and who have been indoctrinated with anti-American and anti- 
British ideas. When the French have done so wile As turn the Arabs and 
Berbers against America, it is unlikely that they will help any pro-American 
Moslems to reach Mecca, from which a favorable account of the fmerioans in 
North Africa could be circulated among the Moslems of the Near East. 

Though it may be impossible to prevent the French manoeuver, we 
should at least counteract it by sponsoring a pilgrimage party of our own, 
We should invite men who have wide influence among Moslems and whose 
attitude toward the United States is suieaieea and friendly. The heads 


of the large religious brotherhoods should certainly be included, and 


-3- 


should be asked to suggest men in poor circumstances who might never be 

able to make the pilgrimage at their own expense. Arrangements should» 

be made with the ites govermment to invite Moslems from the Spanish 
ed 

Zone and Tangier, One of them should be Tepsemani, well known in Tangier 

and Tetuan as a propagandist for ™ British, 

Crean dancin can best be served by seouring the good will of 
the eighteen million people who will continue, despite all international 
readjustmerts, to constitute most of North Africa's man-power and markets, 
These people are Moslems. The pilgrimage is their most sacred rite and 
their main point of contact with the Moslems of Egypt and the Near East, 


American sponsorship for North African pilgrims, as outlined above, will 


improve our relations with all Moslem countries for many years to come, 
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Mr ./ Murray : 

Thank you for your note of 
October 14 forwarding the memoranda 
relative to the suggestion made by 
Archie Roosevelt to carry certain 





North African dignitaries to Mecca 
by army transports. I have re- 





viewed this with interest and re- 
turn the memoranda to you for your 


files. 
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«  Cotober 14, 1945. 


UD + Mr. n mertng/ 


You be interested in 
the one ae | memoranda which 
before you took 
wp your new duties in the Depart- 
and hence were not routed 
to you at the time. 


ne 
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RTMENT OF STATE 





! ON POLITICAL RELATIONS 


Do you. agree with the viewpoint I 
took in discussing with Mr. Arthur 
Sweetser of OWI the proposal put forward 

by young Archie Roosevelt and his Arab- 
American companion involving the use of 
two Army transport planes to carry the 
Sultan of Morocco, the Bey of Tunis and 
high Moslem ecclesiastics of French North 
Africa to Mecca with a stopover in Cairo 
to call on King Farouk, the whole under- 
to be in charge of Archie Roosevelt 
6 above-mentioned friend? 


I told Mr. Sweetser, who incidentally 
is less than enthusiastic about the project, 
that I was not speaking for the Department 
in conveying the views set forth in this 
memorandum but that they represented very 
accurately the views of NE and myself. 


se Soe 
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ADVISER OF POLITICAL RELATIONS 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 
DATE: October 2, 1943. 


Proposed pilgrimage to Mecca by Army transport planes carry- 
ing the Sultan of Morocco, the Bey of Tunis and high Moslem 
ecclesiastics of French North Africa under the auspices of 
the Office of War watoraayaen 


PARTICIPANTS: 


Mr. Arthur Sweetser, OWI 
Mr. Murray, PA/M 


COPIES TO: A-B, NE, PA/D, Eu are / a 





"0 Me 


Mr. Arthur Sweetser of the Office of War Information 
called on me on Monday, September 27, to discuss the follow- 
ing matter: 


It appears that a proposal has been made to Mr. Elmer 
Davis from Lieutenant Archie Roosevelt who has been serving 
with our forces in North Africa that two Army transport 
planes should be made available to carry a party, including 
the Sultan of Moracco and the Bey of Tunis, together with 
high Moslem ecclesiastics of that area to Mecca for this 
year's ee It is planned that the party would stop 
over in C,iro to call on King Farouk of Egypt and that 
Lt. Roosevelt and an Arab-American friend of his would 
have 6 e of the undertaking. It appears, furthermore, 
that Mr. mer Davis has spoken to the President about this 
matter and that the President agrees in principle, subject 
to the approval of the Department of State. 


I had two lengthy conversations with Mr. Sweetser on 
this subject during which the following considerations 
were brought out. 

With regard to the use of army transport planes in G 
North Africa it was observed that the Department of State [f° 
had experienced very great difficulty in obtaining air z 2 
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transportation even for some of its high ranking officers 
going to their posts and had had to resort to transporta- 
tion by sea in a number of cases, even for officials on 
important missions. 


It was also pointed out that our relations with the 
French authorities in all that area are not only vital but 
extremely delicate at the present moment; that the French 
are extremely sensitive over any indication that we are 
interesting ourselves unduly in native Arab problems or 
supporting the growing complaints of the natives of that 
area against Frenoh rule which, according to reliable re- 
porte, has been particularly harsh in Tunisia since the 
expulsion of the Germans; that the French have already 
taken strong exception to the sympathetic attitude shown 
by our Consul General in Tunisia and have demanded his 
removal from that area because of his close relsions with 
the natives; that both Morocco and Tunisia are French 
protectorates and hence the sovereigns of those countries 
are not permitted to conduct any foreign relations except 
through the Residents General there; and tnat, therefore, 
any direct approach to the two sovereigns on our part with 
a view to furthering the present project could hardly fail 
to offend the French authorities. 


I pointed out further that when the original sugges- 
tion had been made that facilities should be accorded the 
Moslems of the French North African area to make the pil- 
grimage to Mecca, this suggestion had arisen out of the 
hostile propaganda being broadcast from the Bari radio 
station claiming that we were actually preventing Moslems 
in that region from making the pilgrimage; that we had 
referred the matter to Mr. Murphy, who had replied that 
the French had taken the matter immediately in hand and 
were themselves planning to make air transport available 
to certain important personages for the purpose. Such 
being the case, the French would undoubtedly resent our 
attempting to undertake the project on our own even though 
the idea may have originated with us. 


As regards the plan to have the party stop off at 
Cairo to call on King Farouk, I suggested that unforseeable 
complications might result in the absence of any clear 
indication that such a visit would be welcome and that 
the respective sovereigns of Morocco, Tunisia and Egypt 
would relish a "get together" of that kind, to say nothing 
of the possible effect on King Ibn Saud by the arrival in 
Mecca of such a party sponsored and managed by foreign 
non-believers. In this connection I mentioned two further 
considerations: that the holy pilgrimage to Mecca is 


normally 


~~. ee 


normally associated in the Moslem mind with penance and 
hardship rather than luxury and comfort and that I was not 
at all sure that such a streamlined plan of getting to 
Mecca might not be looked at askance by pious Moslems; ° 
and furthermore, that the health authorities of Near East- 
ern and other countries, over a long period, had carefully 
organized quarantine facilities for pilgrims traveling by 
the normal means of caravan and boat. It seemed scarcely 
possible that proper facilities could be organized in a 
brief space of time for the travel of pilgrims by plane. 


There are further elements that have appeared to 
us in discussing this matter in the Division of Near 
Eastern Affairs, such as the following: King Ibn Saud's 
conquest of the Hejaz and conseouent control of the holy 
cities in the year 1925 caused great trepidation in many 
parts of the Moslem world owing to the fears of many con- 
servative Moslems that the fanatic and puritan followers 
of Ibn Saud, the Wahhabis, would violate and even destroy 


the holy places. While this misgiving has been considerably 


allayed since the conquest, we are not certain what views 
on this subject might be entertained by the Sultan of 
Morocco, the Bey of Tunis and the King of Egypt, all of 
whom seemed to be involved in this matter. One thing is 
however certain, namely, that there are no recorded visits 
to the holy cities by foreign Moslem potentates since 

Ibn Saud's conquest. A further thought is that it might 
be indelicate to "invite" high Moslem personages to make 
the pilgrimage since that act is a pious duty of all 
believers who presumably undertake it when the spirit 
moves them and the time is opportune in their judgment. 
For an unbeliever to suggest the time and the opportune- 
ness of such a visit might be resented. 


Viewing the situation as a whole, it might be ob- 
served that even if all the above-mentioned obstacles 
could be overcome, it would seem that the execution of 
any such plan would test the skill of anyone with a life- 
time of experience in dealing with Near Eastern peoples. 
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Sept. 26, 1945 
at the 
State Departeent with Mr. Wallese Murray, Chief of the Hear astern 
Division, on the pilgrimage to Mecoa, and in between, Mr. 


posed te the project for the following roasona: 


1, Most important and indeed over-riding, he thought the pro ject 
would add still another complication te the alroady very difficult sit- 
uation with the French. He feels that, in this moment of war, when we 
need the French badly and they are already extremely sensitive, it would 
be umuise to take an action which, whether rightly or wrungly, 

% as an interference in their ow: internal relations. ° 
is deeply conscious of the Arab difficulties and of recent ex- 
ceases due to an almost morbid reactia from defeat; he also appreciates 
the broader problens involved under the Atlantic Charter and the obvious 
confiict which existe om that score. Dospite this, he feels that the 
right one to press this situation end feels 
end General Bisenhower would agree. 


/vOv* AO6B 


theless add up to an appreciable 


a. A rapid, dramatic airplane trip is not, he fvels, in the 
spirit of this ptigrimage, weich ie usually the crowing ovent 
of a lifetine, curried out with supreme effort and sacrifices. 
It might even, he thinks, cause a later reaction, particularly 
with the stricter Moslems and people like Ibm Saud. 


b. ‘The official and protoool difficulties would, he thinks, be 
full of pitfalls which are almost impossible to foresee. The 
relations ef the Sulten of Moroces and the Bey of Tunis are oom- 
plicated; the relations of eagh with King Farouk and Ibn Send 
would preeont problens; and other difficulties would cortainly 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





ae Ass SECRETARY 


October 4, 1945. 





I am very clear that we cannot 


handle the Hajj this year by transport 
plane. 


Emir Faisal yesterday took occasion 
to urge that we detach motor transport 
from Cairo to Jiddah for that purpose. 

The Hajj begins at the end of November, 

so there would be no time to lose. Trucks, 
et cetera, could be motored from Cairo 
across Suez and through Trans-Jordania, 
delivery being made to the Arabians at 

the Trans-Jordan frontier. 


I have asked Colonel Hoskins who f 
knows about the matter to draft, with 

NE, a cable to Cairo. If Landis is 
there, he could work on ite 
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Memorandum of Conversation 





DATE: laitdinate. 1943. 


SUBJECT: Propesed pilgrimage to Mecea by Army transport planes carry- 
ing the Sultan of Morocee, the Bey of Tunis and high Moslem 
ecolesiastiecs of Freneh North Afriea under the auspices of 
the Office of War Information 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Mr. Arthur Sweetser, OWI 


My. Murray, PA/M 











i 
COPIES TO: A-B, NZ, PA/D, Eu ba 
SN, 
= = Sa ee ee — ee ™*, 
a Mr. Arthur Sweetser of the Office of var Information 
/ U allied on me on Monday, September 27, to discuss the follow- 
7 ng matter: 
| It appears that a proposal has been made to Mr. Clmer ~ 
( q \ Davie from Lieutenant Archie Roosevelt who has been serving 
{ with our forees in North Africa that two Army transport hie 
planes should be made available to carry a party, including 


the Sultan of Merececo and the Bey of Tunis, together with Oy 
high Meslem ecclesiastics of that area to Mecea for this 
year's p mage. It is planned that the party would step Co 
wer in C, toe call on King Farouk of Egypt and that 

3 Roosevelt and an Arab-American friend of his would 
have o e of the undertaking. It appears, furthermore, 
that Mr. er Devis has spoken to the President about this 
matter and that the President agrees in principle, subject 
to the approval of the Department of State. 


T had two lengthy conversations with Mr. Sweetser on 
this subjeet during whieh the following considerations 
were brought out. 


With regard to the use of army transport planes in 
North Afriea it was observed that the Department of State 
had experienced very great difficulty in obtaining air 


transportation 


transpertation even for some of its high ranking officers 
noe te their poste and had had to resert to transporta- 
fen by iicureas pinkia number of cases, even for officials on 
sessions. 


It was aleo pointed out that our relations with the 
Freneh authorities in all that area are not enly vital but 
extremely delicate at the present moment; that the French 
are extremely sensitive over any indication that we are 
interesting ourselves unduly in native Arab preblems or 
supporting the growing complaints of the natives of that 
area against French is ieh. aecording to reliable re- 
porte, has been particularly harsh in Tunisia since the 

sion of the Germans; that the French have already 
taken strong exeeption to the syspathetic attitude shewn 
by our Consul General in Tunisia and have demanded his 
remeval from that area because of his clese reions with 
the natives; th:t both Moresee and Tunisia are French 
preteetorates and hence the sovereigns of thoce countries 
are not permitted te conduct any foreign relations except 
a the Residents General there; and that, therefore, 
any direet approach te the two sovereigns on our part with 
a view to ee the present project could hardly fail 
te effend the Fre authorities. 


I pointed out further that when the original sugges- 
tien had been made that facilities should be accorded the 
Mosleme of the Freneh North African area to make the pil- 
nhonrs, je to wre this suggestion had arisen out of the 
heetile propaganda being broadeast from the Bari radiec 
station peer peng, Broog we were actually preventing Moslens 
in that region making the tg | that we had 
referred the aatter to Mr. M Peplied that 
the Freneh had taken the matter Giately in hand and 
were themselves et at te make air transport available 
te certain important personages for the purpose. Such 
being the case, the Freneh would undoubtedly resent our 
attempting to ’ undertake the project on our own even though 
the idea may have originated with us. 


As regards the plan te ge the party stop off at 
Cairo to call on King Parouk, I suggested that unforseeabdle 
. lieations might reeult in the absence of any clear 

cation that such a visit would be weleome and that 
she respeetive sovereigns of Moreceo, Tunisia and Egypt 
would relish a “get together* of that kind, to say ee 
of the pessible effect on King Ibn Saud by the arrival in 
Meeea of such a party sponsored and ed by foreign 
non-believers. In this connection I mentioned twe further 
eonsiderations: that the holy pilgrimage to Mecea is 


normally 


normally associated in the Moslem mind with pemance and 
hardship rather than luxury and confert and that I was not 
at all eure that such a streamlined plan of getting to 

pe a ar not be looked at askance by pious Moslems; 

, that thd health authorities of Near Last- 
oe and other countries, over a long peried, had earefullys 
ee quarantine faci,jities for p ins traveling by 

he nepmal means of and beat. % seemed scarcely 
pessinie that preper facilities could be organised in a 
ef spaee of time fer the travel of pilgrims by plane. 


There are further elements that have appeared te 
us in disoussing this matter in the Division of Near 
Eastern Affairs, such as the follewing: King Ibn Saud's 
es of the tiejaz and eonsequent contrel ef the holy 
cities in the year 1925 caused great trepidation in many 
parte of the Moslem werld owing to the fears of many con- 
servative Meslems that the fanatic and puritan fellowers 
eof Ibn Saud, the Wahhabis, would violate aid even destroy 
the hely places. While this misgiving has been considerably 
allayed sinee the conquest, we are not certain what views” 
on this subjeet might be entertained by the Sultan of 
Meroece, the Bey of Tunis and the King of t, all of 
whem seemed te be invelved in thie satter. e thing is 
hewever certain, namely, that there are no resorded visite 
to the hely cities by fore Moslem potentates since 
Ton Saud's conquest. A her thought is that it might 
be indelicate to "invite" Moslem personages to sake 
the pilgrimage since that act is a pious duty of all 
believers who presumably undertake it when the spirit 
moves them and the time is opportune in their judgment. 
For an unbeliever to suggest the time and the oppertune- 
ness of such a visit might be resented. 


Viewing the situation as a whele, it might be ob- 
served that even if all the above-mentioned obstacles 
eould be overcome, it would seem that the execution of 
any such plan would test the skill of anyone with a life- 
time of experience in dealing with Near Zastern peoples. 


Wallwe Murray 
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Sovon Arab lcadors of Algopia havo now boon 
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ing Lad 27 ah £u 
12 and A~45 Soptombor This group is schcdulcd to 
Re loavo Algiors, br Froneh plano on or about Novonber 
Be: 28 anc roturn around Docombcr 1, It is roqustcd 
‘that no (ropoat no) publicity bo givon thcir trip 
unk(qL aftcr announcoont thoir return. 
[ - Group to make pilsrimazo was soloct:d br M, Burquo 
; “Chicf of Moslom 4ffoirs at Govornmont Gonoral of Algiors 
in accorc with Gonoral Catroux on Bafrs of a list of 
approximatcly 25 names subaittcd by tho Prefotia min 
for MID, 
Noamcs and bricf icontisseqshans of thoso svclcctod 
to. ia co pilgrimago as supplicd by Government Gonoral| 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 





Hits telegram wget be Algiers 

qeed béfoerk. being - 

‘gommunicated to anyone MOM ated November 2, 1943 
other than a Governmental 

agency. (BR) Rec'd 3:50 aem. 3rd. 


Seoretany of State, 
Washington. 


1890, Nevember 2, —* noon. (SECTION Two) 

Bensacli, Cadi, of Constantine - allied to the family 
of Emir Abdel Kader. Vice President of the "Societe des 
Habous" of which uses the imcome from certain lands it 
owns for the upkeep of Mosques and Moslem charitable 
institutions. Holder of the Grand Croix in the Legion 
of Honor. 

_ Bensaci, Caid, nephew of the above - apparently 
making the pilgrimage mainly because his uncle is very 
old and ne€ds a companion. 

Dr, Kessous, Philip Peville - well known practi- 
tioner, and municipal conagilor. He has made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca in the past and was known for the 
careful medical attention he gave other pilgrims. 

Backagha - Benel MOureny at Af lou - descendant of a 
family that has been dominant in the south of Oran for 
several centuries. 

Bachagha Hamidat Mokhtar, Saida - "Conseiller - ‘ 


General", 


‘eB # 18004 Noyemberr2$, ---noony SEOPRON TWO, from Algiers: 


Gqneral", member of the "Congetl Suptricur" and owner 
of large estates in the Saida region where modern . 
methods of Agriculture art practiced. 

Melis Ben “Abedy professor’ op-the Wyoes: a Abgcr > doughter 
of a court interpreter. She is the first Algerian 
Moslem woman to have quelifica for the rank of assistant 
proftasor of Arab, S 

Ben Badis Mauloud, director of the Moslem orphan- 
age in Constantine - belongs to an eminent family which 
has princes among its anctstors. He has a LLB, degree, 
{END OF MESSAGE J 
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“Pis,, FROM WINANT 


“Question of trucke for Saudi Arabia being actively pressed, 
haga’ Party advises that Pilgrime are beginning to arrive and 
that ee trucks have arrived since lest April. | 

Please expedite shipment by Steamer of all allocated 
trucks not already moved forward. 

: Please report situation. 4 
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| "Fang Reg*a Nove 26, 2:00 peme 


Pin "a 
Secretary of State, 





Washington. Eu PA )/D NE PA/M 
a ot A~y3, November 18, 1943, 4 pm. ¢ 70d you /BY CF 
\. With reference to my telegram No. 1890,/ Novem 
44 en. 1943 rig ihe Lead press a: Morenber ll garried a oolite 
rea anslation, as follows: 


"The French Committee of National Liberation has 
considered that, desvite the present difficulties, 
the woslene of the Frenoh wapire should be repre- 
sented at the pliigrimage ceremonies which will 
open at sdecoa at the beginning of December, 


“To that effect, it has organized the pligrimage 
of a symbolic deregation composed of noteble 
d4osiems of Tunisia pr morocco, French 
West Africa, Trench équatorial Africa, 
madagascar, and Djibouti, 


"The trensport of these pilgrims, who will assemble 
at Cairo, wiil be made by means of airpianes 
put at their disposal by the French Committee 
or ational Liberation." 
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This telegram must be ’ 
paraphrased before beinkROM pated December 9, 1943 
communicated to anyone 

other than a Governmental Rec'd 


agency .(BR) ares 9 
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DIVISION OF 
Washingt ape castenn aFFAl 





120, December 9, 8 p.m. 


@ 

Algiers newspapers today publish announce - = 
ment of the safe arrival at Jidda of the delegation - 
of French African Mosiems se se lected Peis the s 
symbolic a aed his meant ~ 
Department's 1676 Se 6 pem. to 0) 
Murphy; Murphy's ss th a dl 18, 3 pem. 
and e9q/tovemser 2, Noon. 

The article said that two comfortable 
airplanes hed been put at the disposal of 
the delegates including 6 from Morocco, oO 
7 from Algeria, 5 from Tunisia and 2 from ~~ 
French West Africa. This group was joined 5 


at Cairo by 3 representatives from Comores 
and Djibouti, it was reported. : ; 
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/Pd Baghdad, Iraq, Novembe 
11943 
‘No. 521 DEC 
(2/13 [¥3 DIVISION OF 
. Subject: Mecca Pilgrims Urged to Travel Via 
this Year. 
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I have the honor to report that the Iraqi and Saudi 
Arab Governments have notified Iraqi pilgrims planning to 
make the haj to Mecca this year that with the Nejf-Hail 
trans-desert track in an almost impassable condition be- 
cause of drifting sand dunes and because of a shortage of 
patrol cars and tires, neither Government can assume res- 

iy ponsibility for the succor of pilgrim vehicles in distress, 
even though the pilgrims be "on the verge of death". 


y 
x In the past each Government provided on its stretch 
4 of the road a modicum of assistance in the way of road - 
4 upkeep, police protection, and help to cars suffering 

from mechanical breakdowns. Now, however, with the wartime 
difficulties of supplying transport, no work has been done 
on the track nor can police patrols be provided. The route 
vie Zubair and Al-Hafar is therefore recommended; it is 
much longer but better driving and reputed to be safer, al- 
though the two Governments stipulate that travelers must 
proceed in convoys under control of responsible leaders 
who have with them capable mechanics, spare parts and the 
necessary equipment to effect repairs en route. Neither 
Government assumes any responsibility for the safety of 
the pilgrims. 


le / vor’ 3068 


It is understood that some thirty lorries are expected 

to make the trip via Zubair and Al-Hefer, carrying a total & 

of 600-800 pilgrims. One of the companies advertising places> 1 
for pilgrims states that its price for pilgrim transportea- ),. 
tion is I.D.154(about $620) for the round trip to Mecca. t 
Andther 400-600 pilgrims are expected to proceed via the wo 
Levant States to Suez, whence they will go by ship to Jiddde 

Of these pilgrims from Iraq, most will be Iraqis and a few ay 


Iranians. However, the Egyptian Legation at Baghdad has not cf 
yet received permission to grant Egyptian visas to these > 
latter pilgrims, and their departure is therefore question- 5 


able. i 
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b Respe otfully yours, 7 





REG/efg. SETANYPENT OF S'A\E Gh@wgé d'affaires ad interim. 
Copies to: American Legation, Cairo 
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206, December 15, 2 poems 
POLLOWING MESSAGE TO GaTRO 





‘Decembtr 15, 1 peme 





Kine has indicated that he may request 
United States Army plane to bring Amir Mansour 


from Egypt to Jiddae Should request materialize 
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I sucsest that everything possible be done to 
com~ly with King's desires, Please advige General 
ROYCE s % 


- Repeated to Department. 
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LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 





Baghdad, December 9, 1943. 






DEPARTM 


bs NT OF STATE 
No. 31 


aa Pilgrins Proceeding from 
4 This Year's Haj. 
ie | 


NEAR ner ee 


EASTERN AFFAIRG 





eg Honorable e Besretary “ad State, 


Sir: 


| £40 40 ¢/37 
Ae Bagg to refer to the Legetion's despatch 
no 


18, 1943, regarding the of 
= woul ant governments that voaipasers 
q pie Bilerine Ma Iraq travel this year vie Zubair By 
dt : to Mecea, end to report thet ac 
‘ Arab aversion? re 


gho 


pes 
» mostly I ‘8, obteined 
proceed from ps bag the 

heer s while another pe Bige Be cdr 





ox=- 
persons went in thirty-six Serries mo 
te cars across the dessa wit’ muvais and 


Respectfully yours, 


Copies to: 


6¢/vO0v° 3068 


American Legation, Cairo. 
Americen Legation, Jidda. 
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cenber 28, 1943 
: 4 ad aie 


——,. 


IMENT OF stagger Fee fe 


afl A-29, Decesber 28, 1943, 11 a.m 5% mikey Aa De Re, 


Reference my teléyrom iio. 120,/December ¢ p.m. and 
previous. 





The sugiers newspapers toduy yudiish announcement of the 
return to aiglers on December 27 of tne North african ..ws8.ems 
from the symbolic pilgrimage to swecen arruuged oy bie French 
Comittee of Netionui Liberation. 


Benbadis ..uloud, director of the w«oslem orpluensve in 
Constantine, was cuoted us meking, the folowing, stutenent on 
behalf of the algerian delegation: 


"at Hedjaz the arrival by eirplane of the delegations 
representing aii of the woslem populstion of the French uipire 
made a profound impression, und we were tho object of tne 
sympathetic curiosity of tie inhabitents and other pnilgrings. 


“ea made contect vith our co-reli,ionists of numerous 
countries, Iranians, s«;yptiens, Syrians, Vaiestinians, Kussions, 
Iraqis. il of then told us that they were struck by the fuct 
that the French Coanivtee of Nationul Liberation Lad decided, 
despite tne nultivle yroblens with which it nas to deal, to ~ive 
to Islan important avidence of its consideration, by constituting 
& delegation of wosiems coning fron Dilvooutl, ~*:daiuscar, oa 
vest africe end worch africa, to vert Leina 1tG tin tiie pligrins, 


cerenonies, 


“as for us, it wouud ve superfluous to sreuk of tna  rati- 
tude thet we feel with regard to Free Frence. «e ura auppy to 
heve accomplished tiis pilgrimage, und, wre tiiun ever, we 
remain faithful to Islan and attached to our country, Freuce, 


GDii: Jeo i. i 
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JAN 14 1944 © 
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Subje@e: Epa Mo tog, Pag gie.Rolice and Customs 
1 Or Pilgrims on 








I have the hongr to refer to the gation's 
despatches no. 52]/of November 13 andéAl of December 
9, 1943, regarding pilgrims proceeding from Iraq 
to Meeca on the annual pilgrimage, and to report 
that according to a report issued by the Iraqi 
Director General of Transport thirty-five motor 
trucks were given official permission to make the 
journey carrying pilgrims while another fifty-five 
trucks (which probably were in many instances private 
cars used as commercial carriers) evaded the Police 
and Customs euthorities on the Iraqi-Saudi Arabian 
frontier and made the trip to Mecca. All of the 
trucks and cars which went to Mecca are expected - 
barring breakdowns - to make the return journey and 
re-enter Iraq this month. The passage without in- 
spection of these pilgrims is also of concern to 
the sanitary authorities. 


Respectfully yours, 
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American Legation, Jidda. 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED : owe 
FROM 
DVM-893 Cairo 
This telegrom mst be 
closely peraphrascd be- Detod February 4, 1944 
fore boing cormuniceted 
to anyono. (SC) Rec'd 10:40 p.m., Sth 


a aera 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Secretary of State, | | x 
- 194 
Weshin¢cton. ‘he 
10 
nie CASTER AFFAIRS 


The first publicity rogarcing the incident of the 


256, February 4, 9 Pelle 


act of desecration in iiecca for which oan Irenian pil- 
grim was executed appearod in the PROGRES EGYPTIEN of 
yosterday as well as in EGYPTI.F NLIL in abbreviated 
form anc as the account published was not rogarded as 
accurato by the Saudi irabian Logation a statoment by 
that Legation is expected to be issued shortly. 
Following the delivery of a noto of protest on 
this incident by the Irenian Embassy to (mirfeksal 
during his recent visit to Cairo Nahas is said to havo 


exerted efforts to offect a settlement but has been 


unsuccessful and reports aro circulating here now thet 


the failure to give satisfaution to the Iranian Govern- 


ment in the controversy may result in a severance of 
relations between Iran and Sauci Lrabia. 
Sent to Jidda, repeated tc Department es 256, 
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to onyone. (SC) 


TELEGRAM RECEIVED 
Cairo 

From’ ted February 5, 1944 
Ree'd 12:18 Pelle, 6th 


Dvi~952 

This telegram mst be 
closely paraphrased be- 
fore being conmuniceted 


Secretary of State, 
ashington. 





ebruery <, 9 DeMe, repeated Depertment cs 256 account 


; sie yo4 PROGRESS EGYPTIAN publishes this morning, my 
of: F 


of the incident et tiecea which it states has beon 
received from well informod Seudi ..rabian sources. 

Repeated to Departmont as 2557 and to Tehran as 
346 . 
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LEGATION OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Tehran, Jarmary 21, 1944. > 


No. 809 " ae -—™ 


Subject: Alleged Execution of an soneees Pilgrim in Saudi 
Arabia. 
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I have the honer to report that Iranian public opinion 
has been considerably excited during the past week by reports 
of returning pilgrims to Mecca to the effect that a young 
Iranian was beheaded by the Saudi Arabian authorities on a 
charge of attempting to defile the sacred building of the 
Kaaba. According to the reports, the young man was taken 
411 and vomited in his robe while making the circuit of the 
Kaeba, whereupon he was seized, taken before a special judge 
installed to deal with cases connected with the pilgrimage, 
and decapitated with a sword. 


The Iranian Foreign Office has published a lengthy com- 
munique on the subject, which appeared in the Persian press on 
January 18. A French translation is enclosed, from which it 
will be seen that the Iranian Government takes a strong line 
and threatens to forbid the travel of Iranian pilgrims to 
Mecca unless reparations are made and guarantees for the future 
furnished, This would seem to reflect the general attitude 
of the public, sirice the Tehran newspapers are now demanding 
that Iran break relations with the Government of Ibn Saud. 

The Foreign Office commnique also indicates that the Shia 
religious leaders, at the holy cities of Karbala and Najaf in 
Iraq, are greatly exercised. 


The displeasure of the Iranians at this act of violence 
is undoubtedly accentuated by their long-standing dislike for 
the extreme religious fanaticiam of the Wahabis and their feel- 


ing of superiority to Arabs in general and Saudi Arabs in parti- 


cular, The Foreign Office can probably afford to take a stronger 


stand than might otherwise be the case because of the fact that 
Iran's only relations of any importance with Saudi Arabia are 
these connected with the pilgrimage to Mecca, which are, from a 
material point of view, of much greater interest to Ibn Saud 


thasi to the Government of Iran. re 
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from JOURNAL DE TEHRAN ‘ 
~~ @f January 19, 1944. ; 
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quaient a 


3 gs eS i 4 “ 
outils ico et 


d'usage courant ont, elles 
aussi, nettement augmenté 
leur production de matériel, de 
guerre. 

_ L’Ouzbékistan est dévenu 
pendant la guerre une des 
plus: importantes régions pé- 
troliféres de l’URSS. De nou- 
veaux puits de pétrole ont 
cominencé & fonctionner dans 
la” République. Dés mainte- 
nant ils fournissent'de grap- 
des‘ quantités. dé carburant. 
Ainsi, l'exploitation «Paivan- 
tach» mise ent marche en 1943 
est magnifiquement venue"a 
bout de sa t&che et a fourni 
beaucoup de pétrole en sus 
du ‘plan: 

Les trusts <Kalininneft> 
et «Vorachilovneft» ont- réa- 
lisé avant le délat fixé le 
plan de I'année. 

L'extraction de charbon; 
surtout a la suite de la mise 





“onstruites au cours de l'an- 
née derniére, selon des mé- 
thodes rapides avec la parti- 
Gipation de milliers da pay- 
sans. La construction de plu- 
Sieurs. autres grarides centrales 
électriques touche & sa fin. @ 
; Six grandes usines de 
l'industrie de guerre de la 
République ont réalisé avant 
le ‘délai fixé le plan, de la 
production de l'année grace 


au travail zélé des ouvtiers | 


et des spécialistes. 

Les koikhoziensd la Ré- 
publique ont travaillé eux 
auSéi avec grand enthousias- 
me.’ Des centajres des kol- 
khoz opt dépassé les plans de 
livraison da coton. L'année 
dernitre, pour la premiére 
fois. l'Ouzbékistan a satisfait 
ses besoins en grains par sa 
propre production, ayant 
fourni a I'Etat presque le 
centuple-de ce que la Répu- 
blique avait fourni l'année 


en activité de nouvelles mines| précédente. 


L’enquéte sur 
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les massacres 


dans Ia forét de Katin 


Moscou, 17— Tass. 


Aprés la _libérgsion de 
Smolensk, une, commission 


extraogdingire. d'état destinée. 


a se livger a, une, enquéte et, 
aux. constatations djs, crimes. 
commis. par. les eavahisseurs. 
fascistes allemands, a décidé 

former. une. commission 
spéciale chargée. dienquéte et 
de constatations des Circonstan- 
ces. dé I’exéCution des- offi- 
Cierss polonais; prisonaiers, de- 
guerre, Opérées pat’ les Alle- 
mands dans la forét de Ka- 
tin, prés:de Smolensk: 


est le président de cette com- 
mission spéciale dont’ les. 
membres sont Vacadémicjen 
—— 
Ik me, -zessemblait, Ce, 
—.Je.viens de 4 
‘de 
DANSE MACABRE, 








sipilet: mon: émoi.; 


Tolstoi, le métropolite “Nico- 
las, le lieutenant - général 
Goundorov, Kolesnikov». pré- 
siden. du. comité exécutif de 
l'union des sociétés dz la 
Croix-Rouge et du. Croissant 
Rouge. de L'URSS, |'académi- 
cien. Pocemkine, commissaire 
a I'instruction publique de la 
RSFSR; le général Smirnov, 
chef..du. service. sanitaire. cen- 
1 tral de l’Armée Rouges Mel- 
nirov, président du soviet de 
‘la région de Smolensk. 


K La commission est en train 
L'académicien Bourvénko, de terminet son travail et elle 


communiqué sur les résultats 


[eae prochainement uno 
de 


son, enquéce. 


ne pouvait qu’étre. Moi. 
un, ‘réveaffreux, me dir-il., Jesuis 
dang, le Royaume. des ‘Ténébres:. J’ai-assisbea., la:. 


! hui. dis-j je-violemment, ne pouvant dis- 


ais oui, comme toi, d'ailleurs. 
Ef, tout 4 coup; je.m’aperous que l'un de nous, je 


niite, kilowama\pns, <cé, 


‘ 


neg sais lequel,-le dormeur_ow le:reyenant,. avait dispasu, 
‘et. que» me-frortant, les:yeux, me réveillant. enfin, je:me 
)trouvais devane une . feuille, blanche. sur laquelle j’avais 
‘tracé ces. mors: <La Belle Inconnue>. 

5). Aseoté de.moisle. volume dépareillé de <Fleurs -da 
|, Ma kde juste-ouvert sutle poéing ose «Le Danse 



















nverte et je liss: -at- 
ee di! podee’.. 
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les massacres 


dans la forét de-Katin | 


Moscou_ 17—Tass_ 


Aprés la libéearion de | Tolstoi, le métropolite "Nico-. 


Smolensk, une. commission 


las le fieutenane - général. 


extraopdingire d’érat destinée.| Goundorov, Kolesnikov,. pré 


A se liveet a une. enquéte: et, 
aux. Constatations ds, crimes. 
commis, par. les. eavahisseurs. 
fascistes allemands, a décidé 


‘former une commission. 


spéciale chargée. dienquéte-et 
Je constatations des circonstan- 
ces. dé l’exécurion. des” offi- 
ciers- potonais, prisonaiers de. 


guerre, Opérées pat’ les Alle- 


sidens- du. comité exécutif. dé’ 


union des sociétés de la 


Croix-Rouge et du. Croissant 
Rouge de L’UBSS, l’académi- 
cien Poremkine, commissaire 


& Instruction publique de fa. 


RSFSR, le général Smirnov, 
chef .du. service. sanitaire. cen- 
tral de l'Armée Rouges Mel- 
nirov, président du soviet de 


mands dans la torét de Ka- | la région de Smolensk. 

tin, pres: de Smolensk: — La commission est en train 
L'académicien Bourvenko de terminet son travail et elle 

est le président de cette com- eae prochainement un 

mission spéciale dont’ les communiqué sur les résultats 

membres sont lacadémicien de son, enquéce. 

Il me, ressemblait. Ce ne pouvait qu’étre. Moi. 

— Je.viens de falte.u un, réve affreux,'me dir-il. Je suis 
descendu, dans, le Royaume. des Ténébres. J'ai assisté-a la. 
DANSE MACABRE; . 

— Toi fussi! lui dis-je-violemment, ne pouvant dis- 
simules mon. émoi.. 

— Mais oui, comme toi, d’ailleurs. 

Ef, tout a coup; je m’apergus que l'un de nous, je 
ne sais lequel,-le dosmeur.ou le revenant,. avait dispasu, 
et que, me frogtant, les, yeux, me réveillant. enfin, je me 
trouvais devant une . feuille blanche sur laquelle j'avais 
tracé ces mots: «La Belle Inconnue>. 

A..cté de mois-le. volume dépareillé de+<Fleurs du 
Mal» était juste ouvert sur.le poéme intitulé ~L2 Danse 


Macab 








Cc. 

Dehors, la pluie sombaic, toujours. 

Je jetais les-yeux, sur-da page ouverte et je lis, at- 
tire quand, meme: par. 4% charme vénéntux du’ poete , 
injemm 


cng «Be qui ne. ‘s'est nousti des. ctmeeee du tombéau? 
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 tAntinofis: flécriss dandys- &; face: glabrey : 
<Cadavres, vernissés, lovelaceschenus; 
«Le: beanle wniversel-de. la° danse macabre- 
Vous, entraine, en..des tievx qui ne: sont: pas 
“connus! . $ 
FIN . 
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Vu les difficultés de vo- 
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pélerins iraniens, ce jeune 


yage et le manque des moyens|; homme n’avait pas la moin- 


de‘transporte suftisants et surs, 


le gouvernement avait décidé 

de retuser les autorisations 

de voyage pour la Mecque. 
Il avaic donné des ordres 


dre intention de profaner le 
Ka’aba. Simplement, au mo- 
ment de tourner autour du 
Ka’aba, la, chaleur lui fair 
mal et, se trouvant dans le 


a ses représencants AJ'érranger| besoin de vomir et ne vou- 


concernant cette question. On 
a.regu pourtant des rapports 
de |'ambassade d’Egypre et 
de Ja Légation d'Irak concer- 
nant l'arrivée de plus de ¥ix 
mille Iraniens. a destination 
de la Mecque. Un ¢ertain 
nombre de ces personnes sont 
sorties de I'lran’ par des 
moyens détoutnés, des ports 
du sud ou de Koveit, D’au-, 
tres, ayanr obsenu le passe- 
port névessaire ing es péle- 
tinage des Lieux Saints de 
Irak, sone allés a. Hedjaz 
par la voie.de Nadjag: 

Prés' de 4:;000 personnes 
ont réussiaprés des difticuleés 
sans nonmibre a arriver a Hedjaz 
Mais !a plupace de ces per- 

sonnes, comme, Langéd dei 


a'la Mecque pour pouvoir 
participer aux cérémunies de 
pélerinage. 

%En plus dz toutes jes mi; 
séres que les pélerins iraniens 
Ont sup portées cette année, sur 
la‘roure de la Mecque;, ils 
onc éré également sujets a 
des événemei.ts inatiendus. 
Un certain nombre d'entre 
eux onc été arrérés et mis en 
prison. Ces personnes ont écé 
relachées A la suite des dé- 
marches faites par le gouver- 
mpement irani¢n. Mais le plus 
extraordinaire ést le cas de ce 
Félerin qui, sous précexte d'a- 
voir protané la maison du 
Ka‘aba, a evé amené les mains 
atachées, de Sata a Marva 
ec aprés lectured un jugemeut 
somunaire a été égorge au mo- 
yen dun sabre. 

Voici le récit de lévéne- 
ment raconté par les péierins 
‘au retour de la Mecque: 

Cétait unm jeune homme 
de vingt deux ans, originaire 
de Yazd qui était allé en pé- 
lerinage accompagné de sa 
femme. Au mument ou 
pélerims tournent’ autour du 
Ka aba, il a écé pris a parti 
par uncertain nombre. .de 
gens, lui reprochant. d/avoir 
avec lui des. “objets sales» 
avec intention dy .-salic 
ecde profaner le .Ka'aba. 














On Scene chez; unger 


les | 





[de ce gouvertiement, 





lane pas salir le‘ sol du Ka’a- 
ba, il dvaic Vomi dans la 
robe longue et blanche que 
les pélerins se revétent pour 
.yeette occasion, et avait l'in- 
teation de sortir de l'endroit. 
Crest.a ce moment qu'il est 
'| pfis &partivpas tes Arabes. 
Une fois eétte ‘nouvelle 
sé répandant,, les pélerins 
irdniens furent l'objet de. sé- 
vices et de mauvais traite- 
ments ec méme sur Certains 
pOints, On en vint aux mains. 
Conformémant aux nou- 
velles qui sQnt parvenues de 
Bagdad, la diffusion de ces 
nouvelles .en Irak ec des mau- 
.| Vas traitements infliges, au 
cours de‘l'année courante aux 
lerin$ “icariiéns - omt suscité 
les Lieux “Saints un seati- 
ment de répulsion. Les pré- 
dicatieurs dans les chaires one. 
porté a la connaissance du 
public les injustice. des au- 
torités du gouvernement s® 
Oudites ec méime, ils se sont | 
montré tavorable a lenvoi | 
d'une délégation aupérs de S. 
B. Agha Seyed Abol Hassan 
Esfahani, atin d'intérdiue le 
pélerinage aux lraniens ec aux 
Chistes, ta.t que le gouver- 
nemenct séoudue ne modifie- 
rait pas son attitude et ne 
réparerait pas cet acte répré- 
hensuble. 


Une protesta ion violente 
a éé fase par lencremise de 
l’Ambgssade impéri .le du Cai- 
re contre cer acce barbare 
des autoricés du gouverne- 
ment d'ibn: Saoud auprés de 
ce gouvernement? Le ministé- 
re des affaires étrangéres, a- 
prés avoir pris connaissance 
| de l'incidene et aprés appro- 
| bation du gouvernement, a 
lapses un/nouvel ordre télé 
| graphique a |’ Ambassade im- 
périale au Caire, qu’en plus 
de la protestation énergique 
contre l'action et J'atticude 
des autorités du gouverne- 
ments ‘séoudires,de faire remar-}- 
queer -pacriculié ement au mi-. | 
ralst@re des affaires éccangéres 
ae: Te. 


q 
impérial "est 








@ interdira’ a sortie © des 
péletins iraniens. Ordre a é6 
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Ala Mecque “pour pouvoir | les Lienx “Saints un  senti- 


o participer’ aux atiéenutiics de | ment de répulsion. Les pré-- 


Palecuape, dicatieurs dans les chaires ont. 


plus. ds) toutes les miz, ‘ porté a. la connaissance du 
sheen: que les pélerins irapiens * public les injustice. des au- 
Ont sufportées cette année, sur | writés du gouvernement 

la‘rouse de Ja Mecque; ils oudices ec méme; ils se sont 
ont été également sujets a montré tavorable a l'envoi 
des. événemests. inatiendus. | d'une délégation aupérs de S, 
Umcertain nombre d’entre | B.-Agha Seyed Abol Hassan 
eux ont écé arrérés ec mis en | Esfahani, atin d’interdise le 


Prison. Ces personnes ont éé | pélerinage aux lraniens ec aux 


relachées a la suite des dé- | Chiites, tat que le gouver- 


» tre? 


marches faites par le gouver- 
nement isanien. Mais le plus 
extraordinaire ést le cas de ce 
pélerin qui, ‘sous précexce d'a- 
voir protané la maison du 
Ka’'aba, a evé amené les mains 
atachées, de Sata & Marva 
ec aprés lectured un jugement 


nement séoudie ne modifie- 
rait pas sOn attitude ect ne 
réparerait pas cet acte répré- 


‘heusible. 


Une protesta ion violente 
a éé tase par l'enctremise de 
L’'Ambgssade impéci .le du Cai- 
re contre cet acce  barbare 


somunaire a été gorge au mo- | des autorités du  gouverne- 


yen dun sabre. 

‘Voici le récit de événe- 
ment raconié par les pélerins 
‘au retour de la Mecque: 


ment: d'ibn: Saoud auprés de 
ce gouvernement? Le ministé- 
re des affaires étrangéres, a- 
prés avoir pris connaissance 


‘Cétait un jeune homme | de l'incident et aprés appro- 


de vingt deux ans, originaire 
de Yazd qui était allé en pé- 
lerinage accompagné de sa 
femme. Au mument ou. les 
pélerins tournent autour da 
Kaaba, il a été pris a parti. 
par un certain 
gens, lui reprochant 
avec lui des «objets sales». 
avec. l'intention de salir | 


On Veméae chez. uiibige: . 


nombre. dé des autorités du 


bation du “gouvernement, a 
donné un' nouvel ordre télé- 
graphique a |’Ambassade im- 
‘périale au Caire, qu’en plus 
de Ja protestation énergique 
contre Laction et l’atticude 
gouverne- 


davoit | ments ‘séoudites,de faire remar- 


quer parsiculie ement au mi- 


vntstere des affaires étrangeres: 


Suzie = profaner le Ka’ abi. | de ce gouvéthiement que. le 


_pdbsigas Spéciatemen* spat a 


ouvernémeént séoudice, . 
Foceathe du pélerinage, Qua 
pessonnes témoigneat 
contre lui; ensuite. en  pré 
sence d'une foule nombreuse, 
On le décapite avec .un sabre 
entre les localités de Safa” et 
de Marva. 

Selon les témoginages des 


ye 





rng iy cet ace 


i lee repedbensible des autoricés 


du gouvernement, séoudire 
n'est. pas. réparée immédiate- 


_ment et quejdes garanties ne 


soient fournies pour l'avenir 
assurant la sécurité des Ira- 


-niens, le gouvernement ira- 


niens interdira Ja sortie des 
pélerins iraniens. Ordrea été 


sat impérial . est | 
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Vvvevvvvey vvvvYYY ME SEPM: 


donngen‘outre' a la Légation 


Impé6riale de‘ Bagdad © de por- | 


ter cette décision & la con- 
naissance des Ulémas des 
Lieux, Saints et particulidre- 
meat celle de S. B.’ Agha 
uSeyed Abol Hassan Esfahani.. 
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de transport suftisants et surs, 
le gouvernement avait décidé 
de retuser Jes  autorisations 
de voyage pour la Mecque. 

Il avaic donné des ordres 
A ses représentants a |'écranger 
concernant cette question. On 
a regu pourtant des rapports 
de l'ambassade d’Egypte et 
de la Légation d'Irak conces- 
nant l'acrivée de plus de six 
mille Iraniens 4 destination 
de la Mecque. Un certain’ 
nombre'de ces' personnes sont 
sorties de l'iran par des 
moyens décournés, des ports 
du sud ou de Koveit. D’au- 
tres, ayanr obtenu le passe- 
port nécessaire pour le péle- 
rinage des Lieux Saints de 
Irak, sonc- allés a Hedjaz 
par la voie de Nadjaf. 

Prés de 4.000 pérsonnes 
ont séussiaprés des difticultés 
sans nombre a arriver a Hedjaz. 
Mais la pluparc de ces per- 
sOnnes, comme année derniére, 
ne. sOnt Pas ar: A. temps 
ala Mecque “pour pouvoir 
participer aux cérémunies de 

" Péleriuage. ‘ 

En plus ds toutes les mi- 
séres que les pélerins iraniens 
Ont supportées cetie année, sur 
la route de la Mecque, ils 
one été égalemenc sujets & 
des événemei.ts ‘ inattendus. 
Un certain nombre d'entre 
eux one été arrétés et mis en 
prison. Ces persounes ont éé 
relachées a la suite des dé- 
marches faites par le gouver- 
mement iranicn. Mais le plus 
extraordinaire est le cas de ce 

«pélerfhi qui, sous précexce d'a- 
-voir, profané la maison du 
Ka’aba, a evé amené ies mains 
atachées, de Sata a Marva 
ec wprés lecture d'un jugemeut 
sommaire a éré égorge au mo- 
yen dup sabre. 

Voici le récit de l'événe- 
ment ratonté par les pélecins 
au retour de la Mecque: 

C était un jeune» homme | 
de vingct deux ans, originaire 
de Yazd qui écait allé en pé- 

» lesinuge accompagné de. sa! 
femme, Au municnt ..ou les | 





pélériny tournent aurour du | 
Ka‘abay i a écé pris a parti 
par uncertain» nombre de 






; Senéy, lui-reprochant ; 
a des gob) 
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— se 


Vu les difficultés de vo- ) pélerins iraniens, ce jeune 
_ yage et le manque des moyens| homme n‘avait pas la moin- 
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dre intention de profaner le 
Ka'aba. Simplement, au mo- 
ment dé tourner autour du 
Ka'aba, la, chaleur lui faic 
malt, se trouvant dans le 
besoin de vomir et ne vou- 
lant pas salir le sol du Ka’a- 
ba, il avait Vomi dans la 
robe longue et blanche que 
les pélerins se revétent pour 
Cette occasion, et avait l’in- 
tention de sortir de l'endroit: 
C'est ‘Ace moment qu'il est 
pris a parti pas les Arabes. 

Une fois cette -nouvelle 
se sépandant, Ies_pélerins 
iraniens furent l'objet de sé- 
vices et de mauvais traite- 
ments et méme sur Certains 
points, on en vint aux mains. 

Conformémant aux nou- 
velles qui sont parvenues de 
Bagdad, la diffusion de ces 
nouvelles en Irak ec des mau- 
vais traitements infliges au 
cours de l'année courante aux 
pélerins iraniens ont suscité 
parmi. les iraniens vivant dans 
les Lieux Saints un senti- 
ment de répulsion. Les pré- 
dicatieurs dans les chaires ont 
porcé a@la connaissance du 
public les injustice. des au- 
turités du gouvernement sé- 
oudites et méme; ils se sont 
montré tavorable a l'envoi 
d'une délégation aupérs de S. 
B. Agha Seyed Abol Hassan 
Esfahani,, atin d'interdire le 
péleriuage aux Irauiers ee aux 
Chiites, ta..t que le gouver- 
nement séOudie ne modifie- 
Tait pas son attitude et ne 
féparerait pas cet accte répré- 
hensible. 

Une protesta ion violente 
a été faite par lentremise de 
l’‘Ambassade impériale du Cai- 
re contre cet acre barbare 
des aurorités du gouverne- 
ment d'ibn Saoud auprés de 
ce gouvernement. Le ministé- 
redes affaires étrangéres, a- 
prés avoir pris connaissance 
de l'incidenc et aprés appro- 
bation du gouvernement, a 
donné un nouvel ordre télé 
graphique al’ Ambassade im- 
périalé-au Caire, qu’en plus | 
de la*protestation énergique |} 
contre laction ec l'acticude } 
des: aurorités du gouveérne-,) 
mepts stouditesde faire rem 
quer. parriculié ement au m 
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Prés de 4.000 pérsonnes 
ont séussiaprés des difticultés 
sans nombre a artiver A Hedjaz. 
~ Mais la pluparc de ces _per- 
sonnes, comme ‘année derniére, | 

Ne. sOnt Pas arrivées a temps. 
ure) la Mecque ‘pour pouvoir 
participer aux cérémunies de 


“Slates ‘ 


En plus de toutes les mi- 
séres que les-pélerins iraniens 
Ont Suppo tées cetie année, sur 
} de da Mecque, ils 
A ~ également sujets & 
oh? ‘événements .” inattendus. 
Un certain nombre d’entre 
eux onc écé arrétés ec mis en 
prison. Cés persounes onc écé 





marches faites par le gouver- 
nemént iranicn, Mais le plus 
extraordinaire est le cas de ce 
«pélerth quir sous précexce d’a- 
voir, protané la maison du 
Kia'aba, a eré amené its mains 
a.tachées, de Sata a Marva 
et uprés lecture d'un jugemenut 
sommaire a été égorge au mo- 
yen dub sabre. 

Voici le xécit de l'événe- 
ment ratonié par les péletins 
au rerour dela Mecque: 

C'était un jeune. homme 
de vingc deux -ansy ofiginaire 
de Yazd gui écait allé en pé- 


Bagdad, la ditfusion de ces ! 
nouvelles en Irak ec des mau- 
vais traitements infliges au 
cours de l'année courante aux 
-pélerins iraniens. ont suscicé 
parmi les iraniens vivanc dans 
les Lieux Saints un senti- 
ment de répulsion. Les pré- 
dicatieurs dans les chaires ont 
poré ata connaissance du 
public les injustice. des au- 
turités du’ gouvernement sé- | 
oudices. ec méme; ils se sont || 
montré tavorable a l'envoi 
d'une délégation aupérs de S. 
B. Agha Seyed Abol Hassan 
Esfahani, atin d’interdire le 
péleriuage: aux lranierns ee aux 
Chistes, ta..t que le gouver- 
nemeéent séoudue ne modifie- 
fait pas son attitude et ne 
réparerait pas cet acce répré- 
hensible. 

Une protesta ion violente 
a été faite par lentremise de 
l'Ambassade impériale du Cai- | 
re contre cer acre barbare 
des autorités du gouverne- 
ment d'ibn Saoud auprés de 
ce gouvernemenc. Le ministé- 
re des affaires étrangéres, a- 
prés avoir pris connaissance 
de |'incidenc et aprés appro- | 
bation du gouvernement, a 
donné un nouvel ordre télé- 


' pelachées a Ja suite des dé- 


As lerinaye accompagné de sa 
femme. Au mouicnt, ou les 
péleriny, tournent aucour du . 


graphique a | Ambassade im- 
périalé au Caire, qu’en plus 
de la*protestation énergique 










Ka‘abas il a é pris a parti | contre l'action et I'atticude 
_ par uncertain’ nombre de | des qutorités du gouverne-. 
gens lui reprochant . d'avoir ments séoudites,de faire remar- 
ave dui des objets” sales | quer parciculié ement au mi- 
ats. “SUSE Vintention de. ‘Salir. |: nistére des affaires. écrangéres 


: | ; 88) 
nt. “Ay te mene des Sarocldts 

cdsion du P aecioage en du ‘gouvethemene  séoudite | 
\ pessoanes témoigaent nest pas réparée’ immédiate- | 
pts lui} ensuite; fag“ pré | mene ec’ que des garanties ne 
sence dune foule nombreuses, soient fournies pour |’avenir 

On le décapite avec un-sabre assurant la sécurité des Ira- |, 
: entre les Tocalinés de Safa €t.| niens, le gouvernement. ira- 
de Marva. - nien$ interdira la sortie des 

~ Selon les témoginages das pélerins iraniens, Ordrea été |, 


\ 


a4 ,et ‘He. ne ones de ‘Ka‘aba. 
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CB ula 


DEPOT yy i 


Secretary of Stato 
Weshington 


igen 
72, February 7, 5 pem. 
While calling on anothcr mattor, I esked Primo 
Minister STL about tho Mecca incident. (Cairo's 


FOL YOU, AL 






f 256, Fobruary 5 to Dopertment. Sco elso my dospatch 
40 0 809, Januery 21, copied to Jidde.) Sohcily scemed O 
tt : O 
¢ much disturbod end said Saudi ireb reply to first “Wa 
Iranian protest head beon ortircly unsatisfactory, > 
Oo 
while no (repeat no) roply hed yet boon roceivod to A 
iat 
second protest prosentod by Iranian imbasscdor at db 
Ol 
Cairo. Prime Ministor assorted pilgrim in question 
did not (repeat not) spoak arcbic and wes summarily, a 
scized, scntenced cnd oxocuted without being able to op) 
bi 
sey « word in his own defonse. mm 
sal Soheily seid he was prcpecring © memorandum on al 7D 
subjcct for circulation to Jmerican, British and -. 
ss 
Soviot represontctivos hcrce He spoke of calling es Q 
mooting of ell three to discuss action to bc taken 4 
fs 
DEPARTMENT OF StATEr@s0lvo i) 
ve fs 
cen | 119A Ei 
{9 
DIVISION OF bel 
+ NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS be 
Be span ———— hy 
| a 
& 





 eiei72, Pebrusry 7, 5 p.a., from Tcheren 


to. roselve question, saying thet estrengemont of the 
two countries et prosont time was undesirable from 
point of view of «11 netions intorested in Middle 
Best but thet if Iren @id not (repeat not) receive 
_ setisfaction govornmont would be forced to break 
roletions ond forbid 211 trevel by Irenians to Mecca. 
I should cyprocicate Department ‘gs instructions as 
to attitude I should cdopt if irime Ministor roquosts 
intorvention or mediction by {llied powers. 
Sent ‘ Depertment cs no. 72 Tebrucry 7 rcopcetod 
to Cciro cs 39 Februcry 7 cmd to jiddc. 
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TO BE TRANSMITTED 
XSEcRET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
RESTRICTED 

CLEAR 
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taler-anu mutt ps 


ee neon hyared boke 
AMERICAN LEGATION 
TEHRAN 


Zi may, if approached by the Iranian Government, 
express the sincere hope on behalf of this Government that 
a formula will be found to prevent an unfortunate breach of 
if relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia at a time when the 
maximum cooperation between nations is essential to the war 


hd 
effort, (Your 72% February 7) In case the Iranian Government 


requests mediation in the dispute by the allied governments, 


Gv, 7VOv* A068 


wot you should,’ after consultation with your British and Soviet 
colleagues, report your recommendations to the Department. 
Should opportunity arise, you might attempt to discourage 
| Soheily from circulating a memorandum to the American, British 
and Soviet representatives, since we are anxious to avoid any 
action on our part which might give Ibn Saud the impression 


that we would intervene in what he undoubtedly considers a 


9 
ow. 
| C 
Moslem religious a sea y, . / FS if 
wail yrepeated to Cafro and Jidda. ay 
+ a -} oAAP oe = 8 
>. ioe bt 
br} 
“Re oe 
@ ie 


890F, 404/45 


/ MEA: GVA: BLS qh R/7 ' OFA > 
(Coad Room, please répeat to Cairo and Jidda, omitting 
: "Your 2 February 2") Pi 


Ia 


” 
307 
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ange" 


IG-497 

This telegram must be 

closely paraphrased bee Dated February 8, 1944 

fore being communicated 

to anyone, (SC) ec'd 4334 p,n, 
DEPARTMENT , OF STaTE "7 


Secretary of State, rh 
"41044 


Washington, Mil MI SIOK 4g 
ALN AFFAIRS 


278, February 8, 5 p.m, 

iy 257, February 5, 11 a.m, 

Embassy of Iran presented yesterday to Saudi 
Lrabian Legation note on Hecca incident meintaining 
the previous protest rejecting the Saudi .rabian reply 
and stating that unless Iranian subjects are protected 
in Saudi .rabig and satisfaction give in present 
instance Iranian Government may be obliged to revise 
its relations with Saudi ireabian Government, Censor 
has prohibited publication here although it is said 
that London papers are publishing articles on the 
Mecca incident. 

Reply to foregoing from Saudi J.rabian Government 
is not expected here before end of week, 

4Zccording to report circulating here Lebanese 
Government has offered good offices in dispute. 

Sent to Jidda, repeated Department and Tehran, 
. KIRK 
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brEI TT 934 
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TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


BE~370 ____Jftdda 

This telegram must be 

clostly paraphresed be- Dated February 10, 1944 
fore being communicated FROM 

to anyone. (80) Rec'a 3:59 aem.,11th 


Secretary of Statz 





Washington 
WY SION OF 
AR EASTERN AFFAI 





> 


~~ 46 _. Rebruary 10, 8 p.m. 

“ In addition to details contained in Cairo's 
February ath/s PpmM, acting Foreign Minister has 
supplied following: 

First Iranian note was couched in exceedingly 
offensive language omitting usual polite phraseology 
and Saudi reply was similarly forceful, Second 
Iranian note asserted flatly that statements of 
fact in Saudi reply were untrue€e Reply to second 
Iranian note is expected int a few dnyBe 
Soudi attitude is that criminal was executed in 
orderly application of Koranic law binding on all 
Moslens and that venalty exacted was most of several 


alternative punishments, 


Saudi officials and private individuals unanimously 
approve action of their Government and opine informally 


that such behavior on the part of Iranian pilgrims 
is not wholly unexpected, 
Sent to Department ee Cairo and Tehran, 
MOOSE 


yy6l GT 835 
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Subject: Ortieiab @. 
ceeded &00 ttle pate iba 


The Honorable 





The Secretary State, 
Washing a — 
a4 
Sir: an he re) 
, GAP a ae —— S 
I haye the honor to refer to the teenie 8 des 2) 
pateh No./92 of January 10, 1944, regarding the Iraqi nl 
motor vehicles which evaded police and customs author- . 
ities and proceeded without authority to Mecca during > 
the recent pilgrimage season. 2 
The Iraqi Director of Road Transport now gives ~ 
the following official figures on the traffic to Mecca: . 
1. Vehicles authorized to proceed to Mecea: 
(a) Vie Zubair overland to Mecca. 
7 motor trucks 
O private cars 
(b) To Haifa for rail to Suez 
19 motor trucks 
15 buses 
2. Vehicles which aceording to reports received by 
the Director of Road Transport have proceeded to Mecca 
vie Zubair without authority: 
38 motor trucks 
9 buses y 
2 passenger cars. 


These figures include only vehicles which have been 
definitely identified as having been taken to Mecca. Some 
of the cles hed recently been issued new tires by the 
Iraqi Government. 


At a poosins. of ~ a Trans at can, at ieee a, 
Iraq o-Aheorican anuary » at Baghda 
Golegen Eikane. the Director General of Transport for 
the Iraqi Gecneinen®, stated that according to his ldtest 


inperuathe the number of which had left Iraq 
without authority might ul tely be found to have ex- 
ceeded 50 trucks and 50 benger trucks. Thirty vehicles 
were understood to have bought in Kuweit by one <‘& 


Abdul Razzeq Al-Suri at prices nee Sees -D. 3.000 
loppueaiantcty $12,000), and another thirty might havergid 








TELEGRAM RECEIVED 


HMB-310 Tehran vie Ne Re 

This telegram must be 

paraphrased before bee FROMDeted Februrry 18, 1944 

ing communicated to anyone 

other than e Governmental Rec'd 3339 peme, Februcery % 
agency, (BR) 
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x )EPARTMENT OF STATE 
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Washington ¢. Me | | : 61944 
: pi VISION OF 
M DEPART MELIT ¢ ee EASTERN 
91, Februrry 12, 6 peme———" ~~ Di RN AFFAI 


Text of second. Iranian note to Saudi Arabian 


Secretary of State, 





INEGS 


Government regarding Mecca incident has been published 
her€e Among other things, it expressed astonishment 
thet “a Moslem Govermment should stray so far from 


international law and custom, end from religious law, 


67/v7O0r* 


as to execute an innocent man on the sole testimony 

of s few fanetics of a different seet",. It refers to an 
assertion by Suudi Lrab Government thet the Keaba builde 
ing was found defiled efter the arrival of e group of 
Iranian pilgrims and seys that this stetement “is a 
irrefutable proof of pad faith, because (not only) a 
large number of Ireniens visit Mecca every year but a 
much larger number visit the holy shrines of Iraq, and 
there have never been any compléeints by the aia 
authorities about their eenduct". 


Aj0/Sd 


— pees. 12, 6 saa from Tehren vie Ne Re 


‘The note tepminetes as follows: "The Iranian 
Miniatry of Foréigh aftaire réfutes the allegations 
of the Seudi Government with re spe ct to the cmekion | 
of the Pilgrim Taleb and the bad conduct of the Saudi 
officials end reserves the right to alter its reletions 


‘with the Setdi Government unless the letter mekes 


reperetion for the ‘fault committed end guerantees the 


“ laves end property of Irenien pilgrims to Mecca". 


Tehren press continucs to advocate severance of 


re let ions with Saudi APebia, 


‘Sent to Depertme nt.” Repeated to onan as number 
55, Februery 11, and” to Jiddas | 
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The Honorable 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 


Sir: 


I have the honor toreport that Damascus circles have 
indulged in a plethora of versions of and reactions to a 
recent incident at Mecca involving the summary decapitation 
of a Shia Iranian pilgrim for alleged intentional pollution 
of the holy area of the Ka'ba. 


First news of this episode was circulated in Damascus 
some three weeks ago by word of mouth, through pilgrims 
then returning by the Hejaz railway, and did not, to all 
appearances, arouse any undue reaction. Last week French- 
directed news agencies began to give publicity to the inci- 
dent in the local press, and since then the story has run 
a fantastic gamut of version and reaction on many tongues. 
Needless to say, no reliably correct account of the inci- 
dent has yet been received here. 


OoS/vOv * 3068 


The minimum consistent version current in Damascus is 

that a Shia pilgrim from Iran polluted the holy area of the 

Ade and was forthright beheaded on orders of King Im 

‘oud. There is wide divergence of belief as to whether 

e pilgrim purposely polluted the shrine. Some here claim 

at he did, in accordance with an alleged habit of the " 

i'ites wher eby they show their historical sectarian hatred. 
of the earliest caliphs. Others claim that the pilgrim was 
an old man suddenly overcome by uncontrolled illness, and _. 


view with alarm King Ibn Sa'oud's ruthless action. = .. i 
50 

“| To the latter version inclines the Iranian Consul in-2 8) ) 

Damascus. He has informed me that the pilgrim, through ! ~ 

sickness and weakness developed during the hard overland 4 i 


trip from Iran, unintentionally polluted the holy area o 
the Ka'ba while performing the tawaf*, was set upon by the 
crowd, momentarily rescued by E an pilgrims, then 
tumed over to the authorities and promptly beheaded. The: 
Iranian Government is gravely camcerned, and has made“a~ 


vigorous DE 


#Seven-fold circumambulation around 
the Black Stone. 


=-2e= 


vigerous protest through its Ambassador in Cairo to the 
Saudi Arabian representative there, says the Consul, and 
has the full support of the Egyptian Government. He adds 
that the Egyptian Minister of Justice, on pilgrimage, was 
a witness of the incident, and that the Iranian Government 
now desires to propose an international Islamic adminis- 
tration of the holy shrines. 


Indicative of the fantastic length to which Damascus 
rumor can grow is the remark made to me in all seriousness 
last week by the editor of the Arabic daily "Al-Nasr". He 
stated that the American and British Governments have lent 
their support to the Iranian protest, with the object of 
embarrassing Ibn Sa'oud and possibly hastening the succes- 
sion to his throne. This rumor has not been heard from 
other sources, ard while admittedly fantastic, is reported 
here as being a possi bie French propaganda effort. Current 
reports credit the ench with stirring up Syrian religious 
issues in the hope of reviving the clamor of Christian 
minorities for french protection against the Moslem majority. 
Characteristically, to-day's French language "Les Echos" 
headlines a short article on proposed pipe-lines from Saudi 
Arabia to the Mediterranean as “American Exploitation of 
the Middle East®. 


M. Stanislas Ostrorog, a former French Délégué at 
Damascus (1958), some months ago made his escape from Vichy 
France, and has recently joined the French Delegation in 
Damascus. Since his arrival here Syrian sources are grow- 
ingly viewing him as the evil genius conducting the propa- 
ganda campaign in France's rearguard action to retain posi- 
tions in Syria. 


The religious issue surrounding the Palestine Question 
is serious enough in Near fast politics without any addi- 
tional artificially whipped up disturbance, through French 
propaganda efforts or other. It is to be hoped that the 
Irano=-Saeudi tension will be resolved satisfactorily, and 
that a reliably correct version of the incident will be 
issued in Demascus to allay the unreasonable religious ex- 
citement now brewing. 


Respectfully yours, 





William S. rell 
+ Chargé d'Affaired a. 1. 


840.1 
WSF/wjp. 


Qzalid to Department. 


Copies to: Beirut, Cairo, 
Jedda, Baghdad, Tehran. 
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Subjects: Execution of Iranian Pilgrim to Mecea; Second) ig POL STATE 


Note to Saudi, Arab Government, H 
. ¢ . - F 
H ns A. ; 1A A 
The Honorable | : : VISION OF 
m Sieingtone 
mgtone 


STAR UASTERN AFFAIRG 


: { siidias rd ¥ 
Sirs: \: 3 Wy 
I have the honor to refer| to my despatch eal 809 of 
January 21 and to my telegrams no.|\72 dated February 7 and ne. 


91 dated February 12 regarding the attitude of the Iranian Governe 
ment toward the execution of an Iranian pilgrim to Mecca, There 

ie tranamitted herewith a newspaper clipping containing a French 
translation of the second protest presented to the Saudi Arab Governe 


ment by the Iranian Government. 


There are also enclosed excerpts from editorials in the local 
press regarding the incident, Of special interest is the unrestrained 
expression of scorn and hatred for the Wahebi sect and the attitude 
taken by some papers that Iranians are foolish to go to Mecca under 
present conditions and get only what they deserve when they run into 
trouble, There is an implication running through most of the comment 
that, after all, the pilgrimage to Mecca is not of such vital importance 


te Shias, 
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Enclosure No. 1 with Despatch No. 844 dated February 15, 1944 from 
the American Légation, Tehran. 


PRESS ITEMS 


EQDAM = January 20, 194h 


Leading editoriel: "Abdul Aziz Ibn-e-Saud is not more than 
the Emir of a tribe. Today he is a King, Saudi Arabian people are 
Arab tribes who are mostly savage and fanatic, Their ruler is outwardly 
Abdul Aziz, but actually they are ruled by a rough and sturbborn group 
of clergy. The Wahabbis are the followers of Mohammad~-ebn-e=Abdul Vahab 
Hanbali, Their hostility against all sects in Islam which they ex~- 
communicate is a notorious fact. They look upon all noneWahabi Moslems 
as infidels, Kaffirs. They consider it a duty to fight euch Moslen 
infidels, For this reason they first attacked all Moslems. They killed 
anybody they could lay their hands on. They tore apart the bellies of 
Moslem women. They beheaded babies. In Kerbela they decapitated several 
thousend Iranians, One Iranian whose son had thus been murdered in Kerbela 
proceeded to Nejd and pretended to be a Wahabi. He was praying behind 
the Imam on the first row when he attacked Ibnee-Saud, the Wahabi Emir, 
and stabbed him to death, thus taking his son's revenge. This incident 
shows one of the main advantages of Iranians, the sense of revenge which 
is characteristic of protoeIslamic days, In the reign of Fateh Ali Shah 
Qajar the Iranian Government decided to take revenge and gave orders 
to its subordinate Emirs in Oman and Bahrein to declare war, It created 
relations with the Imem of Yemen an Ambassador from Yemen came to Iran 
and negotiations were held between Iran and Yemen which are partly 
recorded in Divanee-Neshat. The Ottoman Government also ordered Mohammad 
Ali Pasha, the ancestor of the Egyptian royal household, to invade Nejd. 
eolbn-e-Saud was captured and sent to Constantinople where he was torn 
to pieces inmediately after arrival and before seeing the Sultan. There» 
after the Buirate of Ibn-e-Saud was very weak, Another Bmirate was created 
under Ibn-ereRashid, Religious shrines from Mecca to Kerbela which had been 
invaded and robbed by Arab savages were thus rendered immune, Tne Iranian 
Government took active part in extinguishing the Wahabi fire, Sometime 
ago TBm-e-~Saud conquered Hejaz and destroyed the mausoleums of Imams and 
Islamic monuments which the Iranian Government had for centuries been 
protecting with great care, This incident made a very bad impression all 
over the Islamic world. In Iran the people were agitated, At that time 
we had no relations with Ibn-e-Saud, After some time it was deemed ad- 
visable to create lomatic relationa by sending two Arabs and the late 
Ein<-ol-Molk (Hoveida) was sent as Minister, Saudi Arabia is an arid and 
unproductive land. If food and provisions are not imported from India by 
erder of others the people of that country would starve, They are so 
savage and fanatic that they look upon telephone as an instrument of the 
genii, the demon, or witchcraft. The ruler and his Government and judges 
live on income derived from pilgrims, Is it proper that a young man of 
22 should become the victim of the mediaeval barbarity, ignorance, insanity 
and fanaticism of Arabs who live on what they get from pilgrims? We 
cannot tolerate this crime and uniqe indignity. The Government mst rupture 
relations with thie crue] and fanatic Government as soon as possible, It 
is incumbent on all Shia'ahs wherever they should be to give expression 
to their odium, All Moslems should be furious with this act of savagery. 
We can bear all kinds of misfortunes but we cannot tolerate this humilia- 
tion. We cannot bow to a people whose relationship to us has been of no 
advantage whatsoever and who have been enjoying a main portion of our 
wealth and that of other Shitahs, As long as this idiotic and barbarous 
indignity has not been redressed we shall not give up our rights. The 
great heads of religion should ban pilgrimage to Mecca, so that nobody 
should hereafter give his property to the Arabs who would decapitate them 
with their swords thinking that they have only killed another infidel!* 


TRAM, January 20, 1944 


Leading editorial expressing bitter hatred over above inci- 
dent, quoting an unpublished speech in the Majlis by late clerical ~ 
leader Modarres against the Wahabis when they assailed Hejaz, Modarres 
held that the author of the Wahabi sect, one Abdul Vahab, came from 
Hejas to study in Isfahan where he acquired unsound ideas before he 
returned home to find a following of some 25,000 men including Sheikh 
Abdul Asis, the Sheikh of Nejd, whose son Saud later seised Kerbela and 
massacred several thousand Moslems. A sarcaphagus was removed from the 
shrine which is now in one of the museums in Europe. Wahabis came as far 
as the environs of Bahrein and Lar (Iran), Governor General Hassan Ali 
Mirsa of Fare was ordered to drive them out. The Governors General of 
Yemen and Bahrein called upen Iran for helpe By order of the Shah they 
drove away the Wahabis as far back as Nejd, Mohammad Ali Pasha, the head 
ef the royal household of Egypt, his son Tusan Pasha, and his son Ibrahin 
Pasha fought the Wahabis for 15 years, Some 8,000 or 9,000 Egyptians 
were killed on Wahabi territory. This seet is an outcast. All Moslems 
of the world hate themisece” 


SITELAAT, January 18. 19d 


editorial holding the people responsible for having 
violated the regulations and left the country without permission, and 
blaming the Government for having failed to protect the interests of its 
subjects abroad, “If it is not certain that the rights of its subjects 
are protected in a foreign country the Government should rupture relations 
and notify the people in order that they should never think of making the 
trip. It is as a result of the negligence of the Government that the 
ruthless Wahabi officials have ventured such disgraceful action, As 
long as such is the policy of Saudi Arabian Government our religious leaders 
should forbid the people of Iran from making pilgrimage and the Government 
should take energetic steps to stop the people from going." 


TRAN, January 23, 19hk 


Leading editorial entitled "Who is to Blame?" "This is not 
a strange happening in a country which still looks upon telephone as a 
diabolical instrument, What is very strange is that our compatriots take 
no lesson from anything, They repeat their mistakes, The savage attitude 
of Arabs towards Iranians in particular and towards Moslems from other 
countries is nothing new, Decapitation is no novelty, A respectable 
gentleman related that under the Ottoman rule three men were beheaded 
by order of the Sheriff of Mecca on charge of burglary, He also said 
that before the advent of the Wahabis certain people who were hostile to 
the Iranians threw a handkerchief containing cooked lentils inte the 
shrine, They then gave witness that Iranians had contaminated the place, 
The incident became a very serious one. (ne year Iranian pilgrims were 
late for pilgrimage, so they stayed for a whole year in Mecca in order 
that they may accomplish the rituals in time the next year, The Sheriff 
of Mecca was building himself a palace in that year, He made all the 
Iranians work for him as laborers by force to build that palace. When they 


committed 


o3e 


committed sacrilege on the shrines and we achieved no result from the 
meetings and demonstrations we held in the time of Resa Shah we should 
have learned a lesson, We should not have endangered our lives. We 

We pay no attention to the Government. If the 
Government refuses to give us passports we secure it by illegitimste 
means, We make the trip via Kuwait or Kerbela,gerely to be called Hajis, 


ago no pagreayem were being given for Kerbela,. The officials used to 
intis: e to pilgrims that a girl friend of one of the dignitaries could 
fix it wpe The pilgrim would pay 40 tomans, which was a fixed rate, to 
a Gishonerable woman and obtained a passport without difficulty with the 
help of prostitution§ " 


! 


Leading editorial on the necessity of rupturing relations with 
Saudi Arabia calls the attention of Moslem states to the fact that Mecca 
is an international zone for the Moslems, and warns the Governments of 
Iraq and Egypt that their silenee might embolden the savage agents of Ibn-e- 
Saud and initiate dangerous interpretations in the tenets of Islam. The 
Editer joins the press chorus in demanding that the heads of the religion 
should proseribe traveling to Hejas, 


SBTAREH, February 7, 1944 _ 
Article by Faslollah Tabesh on the decapitstion of Iranian 


pilgrim Taleb by the Government of Saudi Arabia, entitled "What Do the 
LibertyeLovers of the World Say to the Leaders of United Nations?® 


"If there existed an international court of justice composed of 
delegates from the United Nations the Iranian Government could without 
delay present ite complaint to such court and cause the punishment of the 
Najd Government within the shortest period of time, In the absence of such 
court the Iranian people expect the great powers, Great Britain, USSR 
and the United States, as well as other Allied Governments to consider 
this unchivalrous action from an international standpoint and cooperate 
with the Iranian Goverrmment in taking vengeance, The leaders of the Anglo~ 
Saxen nations who have been fighting for world freedom and democracy and 
because of their influence in internations] life mst in their defense of 
liberty which costs the lives of miliions of men make every effort to drive 
home to a savage nation that human life, whether an Englishman, American, 
Indian or Iranian, is to be respected, Unless severe pressure is brought 
to bear to make such people understand the meaning of true liberty, this 
aim will not be realised..ecccce" 


“ti Tete 


AFKAR~o- TRAM, February 32, )9lH 


"Until six years ago the budget of the Iranian Foreign Office 
provided an appropriation for the Iranian Mission in Jiddah, Mr. Mog- 
haddam held this position. By erder of the head of the state this 
appropriation was cancelled and our representative recalled, Ibn-e-Saud 
considered it necessary to maintain relations with the Moslem people and 
Government of Iran, In that year he sent his son with a mission to Tehran 
where they stayed for a few days. Negotiations were conducted, but it 
is understood that no result was achieved. This made Ibn—e-Saud angry 
and since that date his attitude towards Iranian pilgrims has been rough. 
In recent years, particularly last year, Iranian pilgrims were very badly 
treated, Because of all the pressure and torture inflicted by the Saudi 
Arabian Government on Iranian pilgrims whose number was some five or six 
thousand the Iranian Government was only satisfied that the Iranian 
Emkassy in Cairo should exercise supervision over pilgrimage affairs, 

The Embassy used to assign a minor unimportant native employee who 

did not have the least prestige to look after this matter, This employee 
could never prevent the objections and restrictions inflicted by Ibn-e-Saud 
on Iranian pilgrims everywhere even on the road. Finally last year the 
Government decided not to issue passport to pilgrims for Mecca until 
proper arrangement is made, Traveling to Hejaz was thus forbidden, 

Heajie say this prohibition was profitable to a number of Police officials, 
who made money in strange ways by issuing passports, These officials 
started issuing passports for pilgrimage to Kerbola just before it was the 
P @ season to go to Mecca, They also forged the signatures of 
their chiefs and extended several thousand passports. People used to 

sell] their effects and furniture and come to Tehran from outliging dis- 
tricts and distant villages and spent a long time here to secure recosmenda~ 
tions from influential sources, But the Iraqi Legation could not issue 
visas, Daily increasing crowds gathered in the Iraqi Legation. On the 
other hand there is no official between Iran and Iraq to control] this matter 
in a proper manner, It is stated that Iranians and Iraqis are engaged 

in a constant illicit traffic between the two countries and articles are 
passing to and from without any customs formalities, Aliens as well as 
Iranians pay no attention to passports and visas, Villagers pass in 
groups, Observers say a mumber of pilgrims guided by sagglers were 
looted by such semgglers on the Khaniqin-Baghdad road, A number of 
pilgrims were even beheaded and their bodies left in the desert. This is 
the deplorable condition of Iranian travelers, How then could Ibn-e-Saud 
be expected not to commit such savagery when in lieu of establishing a 
mission in Jidda we establish one in Rio de Janeiro? Should we not 

expect still more outrageous things to happen than the decapitation of 
Haji Taleb? In any event we are expecting prompt action to obtain redress 
for this barbarous action by Saudi Arabian Government," 
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Legation has received memorandum from Foreign Office 

setting forth Iranian position with respect to affair of 

946 fo Mecca pilgrim. 540 you / #5. 59 “ys Gor a 
(my 72,/February 7 and dicen: February 15) 
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Memorandum requests support for "the legitimate re- 
quests of Iranian Government” as set forth in second Iranian 
sii to Saudi Arabia, and asks that we "seriously call the 
attention of the Saudi Arabian authorities to the fact that 
their attitude has been in violation international prin- 

) | es and to the necessity of securing satisfaction to the 
Iranian Government". Text by airmail. 

I fail to pereeive any plausible ground upon which we 
could intervene in this matter, nor do I see that the 
Wnited States has any interest at stake, Even if it should 


‘ome to a rupture of relations between the two Severna s 


OW/Sd 


I do not» (repeat not) see how this could effect United 

‘ tJ) 

/ §tates or the prosecution of the war, especially in a 
the Saudi 


~~ 168, March 6, 1 p,m, from Tehran via N.Re 


the Saudi Arabian indifference reported by sidda, 1 have 
éLeoussba the whole problem ith oe British colleague who 
takes game attitude, | 

Therefore in accordance with Department s instructions, 
I am merely expressing regret that difficulties have arisen 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia and the hope that some amicable 
and satisfactory adjustment will be reached throught direct 
negotiations. 

To Department as 168, March 8; repeated to Cairo as 85, 
March 8, and to Jidda. — 
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The Honorable 
e Secretary. of State, 
Washington, 


Sirs 2 ere 


To complete the record of the incident at 
Mecca which led to the decapitation of a Shia Iran- 
4 ian pilgrim for pollution of the Holy Places, so far 
40 as Egypt is concerned as the place where the incident 
$45 ‘ was first reported in the press I have the honor to 
summarize the informstion available in Cairo. 


On February 3, Le Progres Egyptien, a French 
language morning paper, pu shed an account as 
reported in my telegram no. 256, Februzry 4, 9 p.m. 
in which the origin of the incident and its outcome 
was briefly related. The fect of Egypt having repre- 
sented Iranian interests in the Hedjaz was stated as 
the reason that this country found itself indirectly 
involved. It was further stated that the matter had 
been presented by the Iranian Minister to Egypt to 
the Amir Faisal during his visit to Cairo on his way 
back to Arabia from America and the recently received 
answer from King Ibn Saud was considered insufficient 
by the Iranian authorities. 


e¢G/v0rv*s068 


This first publication was to have been followed 
by a more detailed account in La Bourse ea an 
evening paper of the same publisher bu ere e 
Egyptim censor stepped in ands topped the article 
which gave new details of the incident and related 


the efforts of Nahas Pasha, Egyptian Prime Minister, 
to reach a pacific settlement of the dispute. 


The censored portion of the article related 
that the victim of the behesding was a young man of 
twenty two who was making the pilgrimage with his 
wife. Overcome by heat and the fatigues of the 
voyage he was suddenly overcome by nausea and vomited 
in the sacred enclosure. Brought before the judge 
and accused of having voluntarily committed this 
sacrilege and not being able to defend himself as 
he cculd not speak Arabic, he was summarily sentengeqd ¥¢ 
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to death and within two hours beheaded in the presence 
of his young wife. 


The alleged official Saudian version of the affair 
included in the censored article was that the pilgrim 
was not a Moslem, but an idclater who had fraudulently 
included himself with sixteen other accomplices into 
a perty of pilgrims with precisely the iniention of 
performing his sacrilegious acts; that he and his 
accomplices had dirtied their faced with fecag matter 
and thereupon began embracing the Kaaba. Other pil- 
grims had wished to lynch them but the Arabian police 
had saved them from popular fury. Although the prin- 
cipal accused hed made full confession, thanks to the 
intervention of H.E. Sabri Abou Alam Pasha, Egyptian 
Minister of Justice who happened to be making the pil- 
grimage, the other accomplices were pardoned and re- 
patriated. 


On February 5 due to a complaint from the Chargé 
d'affaires of Saudi Arabia that his story had not been 
presented the Progrés was allowed to print a watered 
version of the Saudian side of the dispute, as reported 
in my telegram no. 257, February 5, 1l a.m. This version 
stated again that the accused had made a comple te con- 
fession, that the judgment had lasted two days and not 
two hours and that the execution had taken place immed- 
jately to avoid disorders of the populace. It wound up 
by stating that the facts were well known to all the 
pilgrims, that they had been the subject of an official 
bulletin published December 17 and that it was in the 
interest of no one to revive the matter. 


This closed the incident so far as the Egyptian 
press was concerned as censorship permitted no further 
reference to it. On February 6 the Iranian Ambassador 
presented a further note to the Saudi Legation in Cairo 
couched in extremely vigorous languege. A summary of 
the contents of the note was reported in my telegram 
no. 278, February 8, 3 p.m. A complete translation 
of the note is appended herewith. 


The attitude of the Egyptian Government in for- 
bidding publication of this regrettable incident in 
such detail as to produce a polemic inciting « possible 
religious dispute is understandable. At the time the 
talks on Areb union were still proceeding and when it 
is considered that Egypt was representing the interests 
of Iren in Arabia and that the Egyptian royal family is 
allied to tiut of Iran by the marraige of King Farouk's 
‘stster to tne -~young Sheh;-the-pesition of the govern- 
ment was already sufficiently delicate. 


Respe “we P 


AlexYnder Kirk 


Feiss as stated, if! » 


Copy to the American Legation et Jidda. 
Copy to the American Legation at Tehran. 
Sent to the Department in ozalid. 

file no. 320. 

HAD/rq 


Enelosure no. 1 to despatch no. 12 of February lO, 1944, 
' from the American Legation at Cairo, Egypt. 






6, 1944 by the Iranian 
ees Sanat Teaetan Lapaties ce tales eepk. 


Text 


The Iranian Government denies the accusations 
against Taleb El-Irani and does not consider the act 
of vomiting which resulted from his illness as a crime 
requiring punishwlent. Several pilgrims, Iranigns, Iraqis 
and others are witnesses of the fact that this man vomited 
due to illness md the heat in his "ihram® (Cotton sheet 
which the pilgrims wear) in order to avoid soiling the 
enclosure, the more so as it is neither reasonable nor 
even likely that a person who has supported the fatigue 
of such a voyage and such expenses in order to accomplish 
the pilgrimage and visit the Kaaba could have hadthe 
purpose of desecrating it. 





It is regrettable that the Saudian State, acting 
on the reports of some ignorant fanatics, should have 
killed an innocent person, ressortigsant of a Moslem 
state, and who was the guest of God and under His pro- 
tection. Indeed he should have been protected against 
any aggression. But, all this took place without exact 
inquiry when, moreover, the victim did not understand 
the lariguage of the country and the representative of 
the Egyptian Government who is charged with Iranian 
interests was not informed of the judicial procedure, 


Wheat may cause astonishment and prove the bad faith 
of the Saudian state is the contents of the Saudian note 
saying that after the arrival of some Iranian pilgrims 
filth was noticed in the "Haram." 


A similar accusation even against a non-Moslem is 
ee by reason of the sanctity of the premises. 
How » can such an accusation be made against a 
western tion with a glorious past in the service of 
Islam and an uncomparable position, one of the Moslem 
nations which conforms the most of the Koran and its 
prescriptions. 


The spreading of the news of the wrong committed 
against the Iranians by the murder of one of them without 
reason and the offense which they have suffered has pro- 
voked anger and aroused public opinion in Iran. 


The Iranian Government while opposing a forma 
denial to the accusations, noted in the Saudian co i- 
cation maintains the preceding energetic protest and 
considers the note of the Saudian Government as com- 
pletely irreceivable. 


So long as the life and dignity of Iranians are 
not protected in the territory of Saudi Arabia and so 
long as satisfaction has not been rendered to the 
Iranian Government, the latter will be obliged to 
revise its relations with the Saudian Government. 






: | 20, complement the article appearing in the 

al | one 5,. eu the subjeet. of aoete 
hes taine eireles, the Embassy of Iran in. 

. Cairo pF the following: 


1. It is not known on which legal g 
the procedure of the short Pat el whiet 
these, over two days. seterding to the AP vine Soon oe 
the. Government for the defendant did not know 
) ‘ e@ and the Egyptian representative charged 
eee athaveeos was not informed of the procedure. 


si in, the ‘be of civ. a. are 
coy go hud Marois passing by svn pi 
no severe sentence, such as capital punishment, can- 





“". @e Gomeerning the statement that a postponement 
of the pm ght have created an uprising and 


caused bloodshed we may state that is just the contrary; 

for the upr. es on the point of break out was nothing 

less than anger of Iranian pilgrims and Saudi 
“gigas "6 met this abnormal act accomplished by the 











be oe of the Saudian Govermment. Besides the 
fear of hs rs cannot justify the execution of an 
dmmecent man the more so as the aceused had neither the 
. ame e “tee means of defending himself against a 
: Rary judgment. This is a flagrant proof of the 
tionery policy and blind fanaticism which predominate 
in: ayperes 8p irits of the governors of Saudi Arabia who executed 
this sentence. 
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- I have the honor to report that the British Minist 
to Jidda, Mr. S. R. Jordan, informs me that the British 
Government has provided a site in London for a mosque t 
be constructed by interested Moslems. 

Shaikh Hafez WAHBA, Saudi Minister to London, has 
conferred with King Ibn Sawa on the subject, and a few 
days ago was reported to. be en route to India with the 
object of soliciting funds from wealthy Indian prifices 
for the purpose of building the mosque. 

Respectfully yours, 


To the Department in ozalid. 
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RECEIVED LEGATION OF THE 
DFPARTMEUNOPED ‘SEATES OF AMERICA 


44 MS. Pyuqisgrabie, February 24, 1944 


Subject: Execution of Iranian Pilgrim at Mecca. 
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The Honorable _- 
The Secretary of State, 
Washington, 


ee + -———_ o-——- 


of 
z hve’ the ner to 
no. 45/dated February 10, 1944, 8:00 p.m., and to give 
herewith a fuller account of the executien of an Iranian 


pilgrim at Mecca on Saturday, December 11, 1943. 


On Sunday, December 12, 1943, King IBN SAUD gave a 
dinner in honer of the American military mission headed 
by —— General Ralph Reyce. During the course of the 
ent mment, the King remarked that it had been 
necessary to execute an Iranian pilgrim in Mecca the 
preceding day. When asked what was the offense, the 
King ied that the offender had been caught defiling 
the circwmembulatory around the Kaaba, adding that this 
was the kind of offense which might be expected from an 
Tranien. Someene else in the company remarked that it 
hed happened before; and the conversation then drifted 
onto other subjects. 


On December 17, 1943, the tte carried an 
official anneuncement of the crime and of the execution 
of the eriminal. A translation of the notice is attach- 
ed hereto as enclosure no. l. 









The execution caused a small amount of conversation 
in the leeal ceffee houses for a few days, and Arab 
after Arab would say, “What else can you expect from a 
Shiah", or “The Ir@nieans always act that ig, OE and dis- 
miss the subject. » and particularly Iranian 
Shiahs, are held in low esteem locally. 


There is little doubt that the Iranian note of 
December 22, 1943, was a surprise, and a rather rude one 
in view of the accusation that the Sauii Government had 
no justification in religious law for its action inst 
the offender. The Saudi renty ef December 29, 1943, 
shows irritation against the Iranian Government rather 


than any regret for the action of the Saudi authorities. 
Tranglations of both notes are attached hereto as 
enclosures nos. 2 and 3. A translation of the second 
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The execution has been discussed with the Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and with other Arabs, and 
their reaetions are all similar. They are irritated by 
the tone of the Iranian Government; are puzzled to 
know why such a noise should be raised anyway, and are 
net In. the least apprehensive over the possibility 
that the Iranian Government will break off diplomatic 
relations with Saudi Arabia or forbid Iranian pilgrims 
to come ‘to Meeca. Iranian pilgrims have not in recent 
years made up a very impertant part of the pilgrims. 


The Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs stated that 
the trial was performed in the usual way; that it was 
not a hasty affair as the Iranian Government asserts; 
that a number of credible witnesses testified as te his 
deed, and that there is no question of the Iranign’s 
gatit, and of the justice of his punishment, which had 
the sanction ef divine law. 


Two days ago the second Sauéi note to the Iranian 
Goverument had net yet been prepared. 


‘Tne. leeal goverment has made no attempt te 
pavlieize the exchange of correspendence, and’ the 
publie' ia .elther ignerant ef the fact ny Sree a 
of correspendence is in progress, or is ind: ° 
There have been no articles in the Arab press ‘\eonsist- 
img only of the official gazette), no agitation and 
little discussien. 


Tae fact was mentioned to the Acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs that the Iranian Government had 
published the text of its second note, anil the 
petsl bility that the mediatien ef the Allied ions 
might be invited the Iranian Government. e remarked 
that he -wupposed Iraufan authorities did net dare 
publish the Saudi nete of December 29, 1943; and that he 
did net.:.see:anything to mediate since ‘the man was League 
of an. offense against Meslem religious law. That). lew 
applies to every Moslem wherever he may be, but it. 
applies with particular feree to Moslems when they are: 
at. the Holy Kaaba itself. 


This is the attitude in the Hejaz where the in- 
habitants’ are tolerant and easy-going in.‘comparisen 
to the Wekhabis of Nejd, and where the outlook is seme- 
what more ‘cesmepolitan due to ‘the annuel influx of: 
pilgrims of all races, celors and origins. - 


The King, a devout: Wahhati, openly refers to the 
Trentens as his: enemies, so it weuld appeer that any 
prospect. of reconciliation other than that effected by 
forgetfulmess and the passage of time is remote. 

Tre Department will be kept informed of any 


developments 
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AIR MAIL Tidda, on the subject: Execution of tpeuken 0 


ta 


Enclosure no. 1 to despatch no. 2h, 19h4k, 
from James S. Moose, jr., lemurs that efor Bettie 


at Mecca. 


(Transl ation) 


(Fro - ber 1 ay 2 F) 
m Um 4 “gp ee 2. irc) 7, 1943 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT WO. 62 


. i ? 


. On December 9, 1943 (Dhu Al-Hijjea 12, 1362), in 
the Holy Shrine, the police arrested a certain Abu 
Talib bin Hossein the Iranian, an nitawrends of the 
Shia sect in Iran. He was engaged in the filthiest 
and most abominable crime -- that of carrying filth 
(excrement) and of throwing it in the circumambulatory 
around the Kaaba, with the aim of harming those who go 
around It, and of insulting that Holy place. After 
the judicial inquiry had been carried out regarding 
this matter, and it was confirmed that he had committed 
this abominable crime, a judgement for his execution 
was issued. The execution took place on Saturday, 
December 11, 1943 (Dhu Al-Hijja 14, 1362(. 


Enclosure ne. 2 to despateh no. 120 ‘cheng: 2h, 194k, 
from James S. Moose, jr. Americen, Minister. esident, 
AIR MAIL pgs ‘@n the subject: txeoutien of Iranian Pilgrim 
a Ca. 


(Translation) 


- IRANIAN EMBASSY - 


No. 77 H/162 
Date: December 22, 1943 


The Imperial Iranian Embassy has the honor to 
inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi 
Arabia at Mecca that it has come to its knowledge 
that one of the Iranian pilgrims from Yazd, who came 
with his wife to Hijaz for the pilgrimage, was teken 
with a sudden vomiting while he was going around the 
Sacred Kaaba, because of fatigue, heat and illness; 
and he was beaten and insulted in the Sacred House 
whieh God has made a meeting Place and refuge; and 
he was arrested, accused of defiling the Pure Shrine. 
After trial, he was condemned, on the evidence of 
irresponsible persons, to the most severe punishment; 
and he was: wrongfully beheaded in public. 


The Imperiel Iranian Embassy protests vigorously 
against this action which is illegal, against the 
human law, end which. has been taken against one of 
the Iranian pilgrims, a subject of a friendly Moslem 
State, who had gone thousands of miles in order to 
perform the duty of pilgrimage and to visit the 
Sacred Kaaba. 


Awaiting receipt of an explanation of the report 
and the answer of the Iranian (sic) Ministry of 
Fereien Atraire, the Embassy reserves the entire rights 
of the Iranian State regarding this regrettable 
‘eccurrance and all eonsequences which may come from it. 


(Seal of Iranian Embassy) 


To the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Saudi Arabia, 


Mecca. 


Enelosure no. 3 to deapateh no. 120, Feb 2h, 19h4, 
fam Tee 5. Moose, $F. , American Minister Reateext. 
AIR MAIL pis erg ihe subject: Exeeution of Iranian Pilgrim 


(Translation) 


No. 20/1/h 
Date: December 29, 1943 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia has 
the honor to qomminicate to the Imperial Iranian Legation 
its great regret «at mole. the Legation's note no. 77 H/ 
162 dated December 22, 1943 (Agar 30, 1322). The Iranian 
Legation has arranged the shape of the crime committed by 
one of the Iranian pilgrims as it likes, and has consider- 
ed it as being contrary to religion and human law. If the 
Iranian Legation had inquired about the matter and knew 
the truth of it, it would not have been so hasty in send- 
ing this note. 

The Government of Saudi Arabia has no intent or 
desire to punish any person not clearly having committed 
a crime. How, therefore, is it conceivable that it would 
dare to carry out the execution of one of the Iranian 
pierce if there were no convincing preefs. Such an act 
as this did not happen and will not happen frem a Govern- 
ment which works within the Law of God, and spreads the 
banner of safety, justice and peace among all subjects 
under it’s rule and among all those who come to its 
Sacred country. 


The Government of Saudi Arabia did more this year 
than in any other year to help the Iranian pilgrims, a 
help, that was beyond its endurance and which strained 
the,domestic supply of the country, just beceuse the 
Tranter Tims used motor cars that were not suitable 
to b from abroad. When they reached the 
interior. of the Kingdom and the. time was shert, and when 
their motorcars got out of order in the desert, the 
Government of Saudi Arabia stopped motorcars used fer 
domestic supply services and used these moter cars to 

Tpatian. pilgrims, thus saving them frem 

eath. So the Government that does such a deed, 
it is impossible to present an accusation of executing 
a judgement ageinst religion and humanity because such 
will not happen in the country. 





The Sacred House was, before the arrival of some of 


every 1 but t 
and y tertd “tne Baared House, the Moslems and the Servants 
of the Shrine. began to see filth in several parts of the 
Shrine, around Tbralim's place, and around the Kaaba. All 
Moslem pilgrims ascribed it to the Iranians, and the 
Government issued an order to wateh the Shrine closely 
and in the meantime, the Iranian mentioned in the Iranian 
Legation's note was siezed committing the crime, that is 
of carrying filth from the latrine in his garment and 


throwing 


AIR MAIL 


aes 


throwing it in the circumambulatory around the Holy House 
which is held Sacred by millions of Moslems. When this 
orime was confirmed to the Government, then, according to 
the proofs of Religious Law and the confession of the 

said person, it could de nothing but execute the clear 
Law of Kouran applicable to those like him. Allah said. 
“He who wishes iniquitous apostasy will taste a painful 
torture”, this terture in this world is exeeution, and in 
the other world is hell. Accerding to the text of the 
Book of Allah, what crime is more horrid and abominable 
than thet of a man who leaves his house and traverses the 
deserts in order to profane with such filth the Holy House 
which God has ordered ‘kept pure and free eof pélytheism and 
atheism when He said "Keep my House pure to these who go 
reund it, to these who worship - kneeling and bewing". 
Also this year the Iranians have taken qn attitude in the 
Saered House, that singled them from other Moslems so 
much that when they were in the Shrine and performance of 
Teligious service began they did not perform it with the 
other Moslems. Their position in the Holy Heuse was very 
suspicious and of an order that raised the indignation of 
Moslems in general. Had it not been for the great pre- 
caution the Government took inside and owtside the Shrine, 
for safety of Iranian pilgrims, they would have received 
great insult and aggression from other Moslems, which 
would have disturbed safety and tranquility, in view of 
the agitation which occurred ameng all Moslems as a 
result of their abominable deeds in the Holy House. 


Here, we invite the Iranian Government's attention 
to what our Govérnment did as a proef ef its goed will 
and its foresight. It invited the Iranian Government's 
attention, se its Legation in Baghdad, en August 18, 
1942 (Shaban 4, 1361), when it warned of the necessity of 
being careful ef the moter cars that its pilgrims will 
uge, and of the fact that the Government of Saudi Arabia 
would not be responsible for any mishap which oceurred to 
the ies rhein as a result of that, because it cannot help 
them. Nevertheless, the Iranian Government did net take 
Gare and what was mentioned above happened, thus saving 
tts subjects from horrible death. Also the attention of 
the Persian Minister in Bagh@ad has been invited to the 
facet that it is essential to warn the Iranian pilgrims 
not to do anything against the Holy Religion in the Sacred 
House so as not to be exposed to the aggression of the 
Moslems for the result would be unfortunate. The Iranian 
Legation in Baghdad thanked the authorized representative 
ef the Government of Sauii' Arabia for these instructions, 
and promised that he would do what was necessary, but un~ 
fortunately the event happened contrary to what has been 
promised, and it confirmed what was to be expected. Each 
equitable persen can judge on whem the respensibility 
and negligence will be. Anyway, the Government ef Sawli 
Arabia aid what was possible in order to help the Iranian 
pilgrims and to save and to keep them; and had it not been 
for Allah and precautions taken by the Goverment, most of 
the Iranian pilgrims would have been killed, owing to 


their 
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Enclosure no. 4 to despatch no. 120, February 24, 1944, 
from James S, Moose, jr., American Minister Resident, 
Jidda, on the subject: Execution of Iranian Pilgrim 


AIR MAIL at Mecca. 


(Translation) 


IMPERTAL IRANIAN EMBASSY 


No. 77 H/186. ~ : 
Date:. February 2, 19h» 


In reply to the Note of the Ministry of Forei 
Affairs ef Saudi Arabia No. 20/1/h dated Deceniber 39, 
1943 (Muharrem Al+Haram 3, 1363), the Imperial Iranian 
Legation has the. honer to advise that the Iranian . 
Government, relythg upen the proofs mentioned below, 
denies the performance of the act imputed to the man 
Called Talib the Iranian, and does not consider the act 
performed by him as a crime deserving that punishment, 
because the Iranian and Iraqi pilgrims, moreover, saw 
the said man being taken by vomiting, because of i1l- 
ness and the heat of the weather while he was going 
round the Sacred Kaaba, and in order not to stain the 
floor of the ciroumambulatory (Mataf) he vomited in his 
nt with the purpose of throwing it outside the 

ine. The claims are fundamentally untrue, because a 
sensible person cannot believe that the aim of a man 
who is so anxious to perform his religious duty, and who 
has suffered his loss and fatd&gue so as to visit the 
Holy House, will be to defile the Sacred Kaaba. 


It is regretted that a Moslem State should be 
ignorant of religious law and international customs so 
far as to execute an innocent man, relying on the false 
testimony of ignorant fanatics between whom and the Shia 
there are divergences in religious doctrines, without 
investigating with the requisite care and carrying out 
the necessary trial. He was in the House of Allah, 
which Allah has made a meeting place and refuge; and the 
text of His Book says "Whoever enters it is in refuge", 
as he ought to be -- safe from all aggression, especially 
when the victim was ignorant of the local language and 
the representative of the Government who looked after 
the interests of the Iranian Government's subjects in 
Hijaz during the Haj season was completely unaware of 
the holding of the short trial by which the victim was 
condemed. It was a trial of which basis is unknown. 


There is no doubt that the act of the man called 
Talib the Iranian was an involuntary act caused by ill- 
ness. On the other hand, it is amazing that the Govern- 
ment of Sauwii Arabia has several times, in its note, 
quoted verses from Koran, and yet opposes what Allah says: 
"Tere is no interdiction for an ill person", and the Holy 
Speech of Prophet says, “My people have been forgiven nine, 
plus what they were obliged to do”. This irregular treat- 
ment of the subject of a friendly Moslem State, while he 
was the guest of Allah, in His congregation and proximity-- 
consisted of seizing him and striking off his head without 
any sympathy or kindness toward his poor and distressed wife. 


More 


AIR MAIL ,. - 
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More amazing is that the Ministry of Foreign 4ffairs 
of Saudi Arabia has quoted verses from Koran with the aim 
of covering this distressing action and hiding it. It 
quoted the two verses, "He who wishes iniquitos apostasy 
will: taste a painful torture"; "The punishment for those 
whe: engaged in war; ageinst Allah and his Prophet". With 
regard to what this horrible deem merits, in all 
considered commentary there is no indication of the 
action which has been taken against the executed person, 
to be found in the two verses.. And what stirred the 
astonishment, and confirms the 11l-will of, the competent 
Sandt wnt Sag oy was when the note of the: Mend’ Gerben 

ment. maid, "The Sacred House was, before the arrival of 
ome .of the Iranian piigrims, pure and served in every 
Wey, but when the Iranian pilgrims arrived in Mecoa, the 
Moelems end the servants of the Shrine began to see 
filth, in several parts of the Shrine”. . : 


- It 4s unreasonable that such a crime woyld be | 
committed even by non-Moslems, because of sacredness and 
reapect. for these places in the. eyes of all persons. How 
then, can the orime be attributed to a. Moslem Nation, 
whieh, in gerving the true religion of Islam has a — 
glorhus past and unrivalled present standing--a Moslem 
nation that is most observant of the Seored Book in which 
the Almighty says:"Keep my House pure to those who go. 
round it; to. those who worship -- kneeling and bowing”, -- 
4. Nation: te: which all ite persens turn their faces as do 
other Moslems toward the Holy House five times a day dur- 
ing their prayer. 


-- The spreading of news of harm to the Iranian pilgrims 
and the execution of one of them without offense has | 
stirred great indignation and aversion in persons of the 
Iranian nation, and has stirred -public opinion a great 
deal, and has hada very bad result. 


:. he Irenten Legation flatly contradicts the. 
acecusgatien mentioned tn the note of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia; and continues violent 

’ protest against the execution of the person called. Talib 
the Tranten, and against the outrageous actions by the 
Officials of the Saudi Government and 2 gee ten insults 
dirested: toward the Iranians; and it did not find the note 
ef the-Saudi Government aceeptable in any way. 


he -lomg as Iranian spirits and honor are not, guarded 
in’ the-lands of. the Kingdem of Sa Arabia, and if neces- 
-:@ary reparation is net made to the [Iranian Government re- 
this unheard-of event for which ne. gan be 
found in intermatienal relations, the, Iranian Yoverment 
eeneiders itself obliged to review the continuance of its 
relations with the Government of Saudi Arabia. 


Te the Ministay ef Foreign Affairs 
ef -Seudi Arabia, 


Meeca, 


gfe 


we. /2/ 


To the Officer in charge 
of the American Mission, 
Jidda. 


pon Salle State encloses, for the informa- 
tien of af the te L a Sony of a memorandum of 

conversation oenaen’ the Iranian Minister in Washington 
see i se Fader of the Department, coneerning the Mecca 


Enclosure: 


Memorandum of Conversation, 
Marsh 10, 1944. 
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Washington. 


ment on March 9 to effect thet Nehes Pasha had sent the 
Iranian Government a project for settling the dispute 
which if accepted would be’ communicated to the Saudi 
Government. Accoréing to local sources Saudi Arabia 

had sent in a vague reply to the note of Iranian 
Ambassador of February 6 but this wae again considered 
unsatisfectery. Repeated offer of Nahas Paeha to 
mediate understood to have been refused by Iran which 
has given Saudi Arabia until March 26 to present settle- 
ment. 

According to an observer cloge to the Saudi Charge 
@'Affairee that official is said to have deprecated fur— 
ther discugsion of the matter adding that he hoped 
measures were under way for satisfactery eolution, 
Repeated to Jidda and Tehran. 


KIRK 
WuB 





9S/¥%0¥° 4068 


prel 72 UV 
aw IL 


£ 


so/sa | 
EOD 


ellg Teuep 


> 


DIVISION OF MIDDLE EASTERN AFFAIRS SLS— 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorcaukia: of Clivercetion 


/~ = DATE: March 10, 1944 


SUBJECT: THE MECCA INCIDENT 


PARTICIPANTS: Mohammed Shayesteh, 
Iranian Minister 


Mr. Allen 





COPIES TO: 


404 
sat — 


The Iranian Minister telephoned to say that he had received 
urgent instructions from his Government to inform the American 
Government fully regarding the present status of the dispute between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia which had arisen as a result of the execution 
of an Iranian pilgrim in Mecca several weeks ago, on a charge that 
the pilgrim had willfully desecrated the ka'aba. The Minister 
said that the Iranian Government sent a note to the Government of 
Saudi Arabia some two weeks ago demanding adequate satisfaction 
and threatening the rupture of diplomatic relations if such satis— 
facti were not accorded by March 10, He said that as a result 
of efforts on the part of friendly powers to prevent a rupture 
of @iplomatic relations the Iranian Government has now agreed to 
extend the deadline until March 25. He felt confident that unless 
the Saudi Arabian Government took steps to satisfy the Iranian 


/ Government, diplomatic r t vw 
broken on Marc The Minister did not indicate t eps 
wou e Considered satisfactory, and implied that the I i 


Government itself had not made very specific statements te. what 
it would consider satisfactory.) ae 











ore 18 





wo 
The Minister urged .at very considerable length that™the Ameri- 
can Government, due to its world position, could prevent a rupture 
if 1t would only ask the Saudi Arabian authorities to relax from 
their rigid position, and he thought our increasing interest in 
the Near East would cause us from our own point of view to take 
every measure possible to prevent discord in the Near East, 


I informed 
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rm et whe Minister that his Government's views would 
mh immediately to the executive officials of the 

, who, I was certain, would take them under urgent 

mpathetic consideration. When I expressed the view that 

reaction of the Iranian authorities to this incident might 
een to forbid Iranians to make the pilgrimage to’ Mecca 
future rather than to threaten the rupture of diplomatic 

ons, the Ministersonly reply was that his Government views 

dent with the utmost seriousness. He referred, again 

length, to the historic difficulties placed in the way 
igrime at Mecca, and said that a major principle 

in "the case, 
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cm MA DEPARTMENT OF ST) isd 
Subject: Transmittal of Memor 
of Iranian Pilgrim to Saudi Arabia. 
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ee Cr Ee 

pie T. BUticn & ny. 

‘ xX Ses , 
The Honorable | ow! 


The Secretary of State, jj 055 | 
Washing » D.C. ; ; 


Sir: ede attend re 





NY I have the honor to refer to my telegram Mo. 168 
4° of Mareh 8, 1944 and to transmit herewith a translation 
qo of the Iranian Government's memorandum reported in that 
4 telegram. There is also enclosed a copy of the Legation's 
acknowledgement of the memorandun. 







wily youmts 


Richard Ford, 
CMargé d'affaires a.i. 
¥ Enelosures; | 
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lie No. 1 to Despatch 
No. 875, March 9, 1944, Amer- 
AIR MAIL foean Legation, Tehran. 


(Translation) 


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


MEMORANDUM 


In the past year as well as in the present, because 
of the difficulties and hardships involved in pilgrimage 
to Meeea, the Imperial Government prohibited Iranian sub- 
jects from proceeding to Mecca. But since the Iranians 
show a keen interest in performing this religious rite 
they manage to get to Mecca in time by various means. In 
the current year nearly 4,000 people went to Saudi Arabia 
on piigrimage. There they became the victims of exactions 
and extortions by Saudi Arabian Government agents. A 
number of them were arrested there, and even one of the 
Iranian pilgrims was charged by the officials of the Saudi 
Arabian Government: of having polluted the Cataba. This 
poor man who was not acquainted with the Arabic language 
and who had no interpreter and no defending attorney was 
condemned and beheaded with a sword after an order was 
read. 


After the Hajis returned from Hejaz it became known 
that the victim was affected with nausea because of indis- 
position and heat, and in order kot to pollute the Ca'taba 
he vomited in his lap with the intention of carrying it 
out. At this juncture he faced non-Iranian pilgrims and 
this calamity. When this report spread, Iranian pilgrims 
became the vietims of encroachments and oppression. Con- 
flicts ensued between the two parties. 


Upon receiving information as to what had happened 
the Imperial Embassy in Cairo sent a note to the Foreign 
Office of the Saudi Government protesting against this 
action of Saudi officials. The reply received from the 
Saudi Arabian Foreign Office represented this savage 
action by its agents as having been in conformity with 
Islamic law for reasons which were by no means convincing. 


For this reason the Imperial Government does not 
consider thig note in any way acceptable and in another 
note it submitted to the Saudi Arabian Legation on Sunday, 
February 6, 1944 (Bahman 16, 1322) through the Imperial 
Embassy in Cairo, it categorically denied the charge 
brought against the Iranian pilgrim and stated therein 
that as long as the life and prestige of Iranians are not 
protected in Saudi Arabian territory and as long as the 
satisfaction of the Imperial Government has not been secured 
and redress made for this attitude for which no appellation 
could be found in international relations, the Iranian 
Government will find itself compelled to revise (the 
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a: sign Affeirs is enelosed with the 
request thet ao @ur Bxcelleney’s interest in 
good understanding Pevrean n Geveranents and nations, you 
would be se kind as) fe take into consideration the behavior 
Avrebdian Geverament, supporting 
reavertt ef the fal Irenian Govern- - 
sly’ ee the attention of Gaudi Arabian 
ties eee facet ses rites Lamar 

! ing" R aati nee an 
r: aera satteruetion of the 


% ” 





Prin, mots a8, amen 6 ener 
; a, Sra 


| ee a 9 fa teag > 


AIR MAIL 
(Translation) 


COPY OF NOTE FROM THE IMPERIAL EMBASSY IN CAIRO DATED 
FEBRUARY 6, 1944 (BAHMAN 16, 1322). 


The Iranian Government does not for the following | 
reasons consider the action ascribed to one Taleb, Iranian 
subject, as having been an offence and punishable: 


In addition to the fact that Iranian and Iraqi pil- 
grims have given testimony to his having been affected 
with nausea as a result of indisposition and heat when 
making a circuit around the Caaba, and to the fact that 
he vomited in his lap in order not to contaminate the 
Caaba and that he wanted to co it out, in principle 
nobody with common sense shoul elieve that a person 
in all his enthusiasm to perform a religious duty suffering 
so much damage and pain in making such a pilgrimage trip 
to the House of God would have the intention of pol- 
luting the Caaba. 


It is very regrettable that an Islamic Government 
should be so uninformed of international customs and relig- 
ious precepts as to execute an innocent man without making 
the necessary careful investigation, merely on the strength 
of unreasonable allegations by a number of ignorant 
fanatics who hold different views with Shia'ah Moslems in 
the details of religious lew, whereas according to the 
Divine word "whoever enters that place is immune" and 
should be immune from any molestation in the House of God. 


There is no room for doubt that what this Iranian, 
Taleb by name, was seen to have done, was solely as a 
result of indi sposition and entirely beyond his control. 
Nevertheless, it is not known how the Saudi Arabian Govern- 
ment which repeatedly adduces verses from the Qoran has 


in this case violated the Divine word "a sick person is 
not to blame” and the ophet's declaration "my people 


are exempt in nine cases.........in matters beyond their 
control", by decapitating the subject of a friendly 
Islamic Government with arms folded when he was their 
guest and in their asylum, without having mercy on and 
sympathy for his poor wife. More surprising still is that 
in order to conceal this outrage the Saudi Foreign Office 
has invoked verses from the Qoran citing the following 
passages to justify this action: “whoever ventures an 

act of heresy or cruelty in the Caaba suffers severe 
punishment", and "the punishment of those fighting God 

and his Prophet....." There is no reliable interpretation 
of the Qoran which would indicate that the cited verses 
would apply to the action by this victim. 


Another surprising point in the note from the Saudi 
Arabian Government which establishes the il] will of the 
officials concerned is their allegation that before the 
arrival of the Iranians the Caaba was clean and after the 
arrival of a number of Iranians dirt was seen there. 
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If a small number of people from Iran go every year 
7 fe Hejas in the seagen of pilgrimage in Meeea, there 
s always a lavges number of people whe regularly go to 
Iraq on pilgrimage ‘*0 the Holy Shrines all through the 
aoa Never has been sueh a charge advanced against 
renian pilgrims to Iraq. 
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Enclosure No. 2 to Despateh 
No. 875, March 9, 1944, Amer- 
iean Legation, Tehran. 





No. 837 


The Embassy of the United States of America presents | 
ite compliments te the Imperial Ministry of Foreign 
Affaire and has the honor to acknowledge receipt of the 
Iuperial Ministry*s memorandum of February 28, 1944 (Esfand 
6, 1322) regerding the exeeution of an Iranian pilgrim by 
the mutherities of the Government of Saudi Arabia. 

The memorandum in question is being transmitted to 
the Department of State at Washington. 

The Embassy has been instrueted to express the 
sincere regret of the American Government that diffiocul- 
ties should have arisen between the Governments of Iran 
and Saudi Arabia and the hope that the two Governments 
will find a formula for the amicable and mutually satis- 
factory adjustment of the dispute. 

The Embassy avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Imperial Ministry the assurance of its 
highest consideration. 


Tehran, Mareh 9, 1944. 
To 


The Imperial Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Tehran. 
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LEGATION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia, March 19, 1944 


Subject: Execution of Iranian ss ian | 
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Sir: 


In continuation »f the Legation's despatch no. 120 
of February 24, 1944, I have the honer to enclose here- 
with a translation of the note addressed the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia to the Iranian 
Embassy Cairo on the subject of the execution of an 
Iranian eierin, Abdu Talib Hossein, at Mecea on 


December 11, 1943. 


The Department will note that the customary 
complimentary salutation and elese have been omitted 
from the amexed note. 


While no important Saudi efficials are now in Jidda, 
and authoritetive statements cannot now be procured, 
there is nothing to indicate any change in the attitude 
of the Saudi Government as described in my earlier 
despatch. 


This Legation has no information of the Iranian 
demand for ig lg ng 3 by March 26, 1944, mentioned in 
the Belegramn tion in Cairo which was 
repeated’ to ance viade Seren 6, 1944, 10:00 p.m. 

Respectfully yours, 


Quse/ J Theres 


ames S. Moose, jr. 


losure: 
1. Translation of note, as noted. 


pies to Embassy at Tehran and legation at Cairo. 
To the Department in ozalid. 
700 
JSM/c jm 


No. 132 
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Enelesure no. 1 to despatch no. 132 from the American 
Legation, Jidda, on the subject: Execution of Iranian 
Pilgrim at Mecca. 


AIL 





(Translation) 


MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS No. 20/1/69 
Mecoa Date: Mar. 9, 1944 
Rabia Al-Awal 15,1363 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia has. 
the honor to advise that it has received the note No. 
77/H/186, dated Bahman 12, Solar, of the Imperial Iran- 
lan Legation regarding Abu Talib Hossein the Iranian. It 
is the desire of the Saudi Arabian Foreign Office to 
Place before the Legation of the Iranian Empire the 
following facts, additional to the disclosures made in 
previous memoranda: 


1. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia 
has already made clear the truth about the crime 
committed by the offender, and has confirmed the proof 
by the testimony of witnesses. The confession confirms 
the sequence of events. 


2. The regrettable deed was not performed privately, 
but in the presence of a large number of pilgrims. Anger 
developed between the Iranian pilgrims and other pilgrims, 
and viekence threatened to develop, had not the Saudi 
Arabian Government followed up the affair, prevented 
rioting, and watehed over the lives of the pilgrims. 


3. And if the Imperial Government of Iran remembers 
the bonds of deep friendship between our two lands, then 
she will recall the diligence (or military assistance) 
with which the Saudi Arabian Gevernment rescued the 
Iranian pilgrims in a very special way this year from 
certain death in the desert and the wilderness. Further- 
more, if the Imperial Government of Iran remembers the 
harsh treatment to which Iranian pilgrims were subjected 
in the time of preceding Governments, and observes the 
difference tn their treatment today, and if she coneurs 
in the truth that punishment wes not carried out except 
after verification of the exact offense, it will not 
arrive at dissatisfaction nor doubt. 


Furthermore, what has been executed on him was in 
accordance with a lawful judgement and conforms to the 
established laws and regulations of the land; and if the 
Imperial Government of tran will look into all that, it 
will learn that there was no act on the part of the Saudi 
Government which will prejudice the bonds of friendship 
existing between the two lands and will disparage the 
people of Iran; but it was a lawful judgement in conform- 
ity with the disciplines established in the land. And 
reciprocally, if a Saudi subject had made an action in 
Iran, and that action was agaihst Iranian laws and the 
established judgements were applied to him, the Saudi 
Arabian Government would have no right to protest against 
it. 


To the 
Imperial Iranian Legation 
at Cairo. 
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It has a practical ide," ‘however, in 
reminding us that no sys ao 9 OAHERE ph _ 
operates in Saudi Arabia/anéd Fuapatont 
including ourselves, of course--are in 
principle at least subject to the drastic 
tenets of Koranic law practiced there. 


Fortunately for us--thus far, at least-- 
we have been able to avoid the necessity of 
peer gpitie | American citizens to the criminal 
jurisdiction of Saudi Arabia through a 
gentleman's agreement with King Ibn Saud 
whereby the offending varties are hustled 
out of the country. 


This arrangement has worked thus far 


and we shall continue to depend on it until 
we can work out something el i977 


Xe ae 
- ja 
ee 2 8 1944 








Al 


a 
a 
STANDARD FORM NO. 6f \eto 


€ 
ie 


: Office Memorandum + onirep states GOVERNMENT 


ei,itY, 
TO : U- Mr. Stettinius paTE: Marck, A 
F ~~ 6 “ 
FROM : NEA - Mr. M a aoe = 
r urray . aa we ‘ 
SUBJECT: xe n of Iranis : 






oe Reet \ MIDDLE EASTERN AFFAIRS y 
An {notdent, ‘Qn wietdh am Tfanian'Piigti@44o Me 
tated by \the Bandi .Anabl Government on a charge bf having defiled 
the holy mong rough to OUTDBRMIT REN OFT, e it has assumed 
the proportions’ 61s minor inté 
of its element of Hitman interest. It demonstrates, furthermore, 
that strange and, to our minds, primitive happenings of this kind 


must still be expected in lands which have received a veneer of 
western civilization. 







oftro4 The undisputed facts in the case are that an Iranian pilgrim to 
Mecca, Taleb by name, was seized by the Saudi Arabian authorities 
on a charge of having defiled the sacred building at Mecca which 
houses the holy Ka@ba stone, was condemned to death, and executed at 
once by decapitation with a sword. The details, however, are not 
Clear, The Saudi Arabian Government charges that Taleb, who was with 
a group of Iranian pilgrims, deliberately defiled the Kaaba in a manne 
not fully clear. The Irenian Government claims that Taleb was taken 
411 while making the tour of the building end, in order not to soil 
the sacred place, vomited in the black robe woich pilgrims are given 
to bi It appears he was accompanied by his wife at the time of the 
incident. 


S/vOrv° 3068 


The Iranian Government takes a very serious view of the case and 
the Iranian public is highly incensed and inflamed. A severe note of 
protest addressed to the Saudi Arabian Government brought no comfort 
or satisfaction, the Saudi Arabian Government taking the position that 
Taleb wae tried and executed in conformity with religious law. The 
Iranian press then opened an unrestrained and bitter campaign against 
the Saudi Arabian Government and the Wahabi sect of Mohammedans. 

Most papers, supported by the general public and by government offi- 
Cials, demanded severance of diplomatic relations with Saudi Arabia 

and prohibition against Iranians making the hee eae to Mecca, Public 
reaction revealed hatred and scorn for the Wahabis, who are held as 
inferiors by Iranians who point with pride to centuries of culture and 
achievement. As a result of this violent public reaction, based on 
unsatisfactory reply from the Saudi Arabian Government, the Iranian 7 
Government sent a second and more severe note, to which a reply has Bt 
not yet been received. This note expresses astonishment that the “7 
Government of a Moslem country would stray so fer from religious-law-* 
and from international law and custom as to execute an innocent per ley 
on the testimony of a few fanatics of a different sect. It changed oO 
the Saudi Arabian Government with bad faith in the matter and refut ~ 
€ w 


Et 


-2- 


the allegations made against Iranian pilgrims. The note terminated 
by a statement that the Iranian Government reserved the right to 
alter its relations with the Government of Saudi Arabia unless 
reparation was made for the fault committed and unless guarantte 
was given for the lives and property of Iranian pilgrims to Mecca, 


The bitterness of feeling inspired on both sides by this 
incident transcends the issues involved and must be sought for 
outeide the case itself. This ise to be found in the mutual and 
long standing hatred of the Shiah Moslems, a sect which includes 
almost all Iranians and a part of the population of Iraq, and the 
larger and more widespread sect of Sunni Moslems. More especially 
is this 111 feeling noticeable between the Shiahs and the Saudi 
Arabian Wahabis, the most fanatical sect of Sunnis. Mutual Shiah- 
Sunni disregard is fundamental. It arises from many factors, 
based on religious beliefs, but springs mainly from traditional 
eer as to the descent of religious leadership from Mohammad, 
The jas hold that Islamic leadership descended through Ali, who 
was married to Fatima the daughter of Mohammad, while the Sunnis 
maintain that the Caliphate descended through Abu Bakr and Omar. 


The incident is relatively important to us because it has 
brought almost to the breaking point relations between two nations 
with which the United States Government ia on friendly terms, in 
an area of increasing importance to this country. The dispute 
is significant, too, because it has brought out into the open the 
dissatisfaction felt by Iranians, and to a lesser extent also by 
Sunnis, at the arbitrary methods used by the Saudi Arabians in 
ruling over the Moslem holy places, This may lead to open agita- 
tion for some kind of joint international control by Moslem coun- 
tries over the holy sites and the annual pilgrimage. 
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The relations between Iran and Saudi Arabia, which apparently have 
not been very close or cordial, have become strained recently over inci- 
dents in connection with the pilgrimage to Mecca. Because of difficulties 
of travel incident to war time conditions the Iranian Government has dis- 
couraged pilgrimages this year to Mecca and has also laid restrictions 
on those to the Shia shrines of Kerbela and Nadjaf in Iraq. Nevertheless, 
some thousands of Iranians have gone to Mecca by illegal means; some slipped 
across the border or slipped out of southern ports, while others, having 
received passports and visas for Iraq havé continued on to Mecca. Reports 
have reached here that many of these Iranian pilgrims were arrested and 
imprisoned by the Saudi Arabian authorities. According to a communique 
issued by the Iranian Foreign Office and published in the newspapers here 
on 19 January 1944, the Iranian Government interceded in behalf of the 
imprisoned Iranian pilgrims and the latter were finally released. The 
communique went on to cite the most disturbing incident of all, the case 
of a young Iranian pilgrim suddenly taken sick in the holy place who, not 
wishing to profane the place, vomited into his robe and was endeavoring to leave 
the place; he was arrested by the Saudi Arabian officials and accused of 
deliberately profaning the holy place; his hands tied, he was taken before 
a special judge, condemned, and beheaded with a sword. The communique 
states that the Iranian Ambassador in Cairo, who is also accredited to 
Saudi Arabia, has been instructed to submit a strong protest in the name 
of the Iranian Government. 


One of the basic reasons underlying these difficulties and frictions 
appears to be the fact that the Iranians, for the most part, belcng to 
the Shia sect of Moslems; the Saudi Arabians, on the other hand, belong 
to the fanatical Wahabi sect. There is also the matter of racial antipathy; 
the Iranians consider themselves superior to the Arabs, particularly as to 
the antiquity of their culture, and this attitude is resented by the Arabs. 
The resentment of the Iranians, shared by other Moslems, concerning Ibn 
Saud's “upstart” conquering of the territory containing the holy places and 
his high-handed and dictatorial regulations and restrictions, is probably 
111 concealed and is undoubtedly felt by the Arabs. 


It is understood that representations have been made by religious 
leaders here to the titular head of the Shia sect, Esfahani, who resides in 
the (Shia) holy city of Kerbela, Iraq, recommending that he place a ban on 
all pilgrimages of the Shias to Mecca until the present strained situation 
is cleared up, apologies and amends made, and assurance given of proper 
treatment of such pilgrims in the future. This action on his part, coupled 
with the Governmental interdiction already promulgated by the Iranian Govern- 
ment, would really be effective in stopping such pilgrimages. In view of 
the fact that a considerable part of the revenue of Saudi Arabia in normal 


wHCRET 


SECRET 


Ga mie tote: Wid Rabanne of pAlarine, it would seem that the Saydi 
Arabians vere “cutting off their noses to spite their faces" or, to use 
another expression, "killing the goose that laid the golden egg". 


The strong stand now taken by the Iranian Government is no doubt que 
to popular pressure in the country, and also is not without ite aspects 
of local politics. Probably both the Prime Minister, Soheili, and the 
Foreign Minister, Sa'ed, expect to strengthen themselves politically in 
the country by their stand, or at least feel impelled to push the situation 
to the proportions of an international incident. 


SOURCE: Military Attache, Tehran, Iran, Report No. 223, 21 January 19hh. 
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255, August 21, 4 Dem. ~hA ans | 

Gellatley Hankey act as bankers for Saudi 
Government but not as collection agents for pil- 
grimage funds abroad. These funds are collected 
by official pilgrimage burcaus in the respective 
ountriese Re Department's 163 August 17, 7 peme) 
Gellatley Hankey last year took deposit of Sudancse 
pilgrim funds charging usual bank handling charges. 
Neither ‘then nor now was it contemplated that they 
perform any collection services. This year all 
pilgrimage funds are to be held by them as security. 
Jordan states he is still awaiting reply to his 
dotas het Spkperenhic report to London. 

Repéated to Cairo. 


‘GETER 


vvilc-3/v70vr ° 4068 


to's 


[td [PGuepy 


hE CABION a 
CAIVED sills ; ae 
hye tory A”. +e¢ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA a oss 





1944 SEP 8 AM 10 1 


neste fee’ MINICE TION 
‘ REC CRDS 
No. 5 
Subjects Prohibition of Pilgrimage to Mecca. 





AY, 
Sire 


J ~ J Rave the honor to report that the Iranian Government 
-VU" has announced that Iranian subjects are forbidden to under- 
ot take the pilgrimage to Mecca dur the current year. This 
é decision was taken on August 23 following a meeting of the 
Prime Minister and other government officials with the 
foreign affairs poet nade of the Majlis. Reasons given are: 


1. The economic situation of the country; 
2. The lack of adequate means of communication; 
letter sent by King Ibn Saud to the 


3. A warning 
Iranian Minister at Baghdad pointing out the numerous diffi- 
‘Gulties of the pilgrimage at the present time. 





_ It is highly probable that the decision was also influ- 


a enced by the execution the Saudi Arab authorities of an 


‘ ef excitement in Iran, and as recen as last week the 
i, Prime Minister was criticized in the Majlis for failing to 
cS > take more positive measures to obtain redress. 


Pik Despite the bition, which was in vb lgech ge 
c“r season as well a» be "little ce sang seexiate 
Will attempt the journey Pease er con-= 


fan trols in Iran, Iraq . a | saalt kee Arabia —— ‘geasien ef Yesteiee 


tioms easy for persens who sufficient money and are 
willing to put up with the ps of the trip across the 
Arabian desert. 


Respectfully yours, 
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OT pl April 18, 8:00 a.m. 
5 ‘ 
i Reference is made to Department's instruction no. 
121, March 13, 1944. 


The Acting Foreign Minister has informed me that 
on the Iranian National Holiday of No Ruz (Maren 21 
King Ion Saws sent tings to the Shah of Iran. The 
Shah acknowledged the message and in his reply made a 
reference to questions outstanding between the 
Goverments of Iran and Sawili Arabia. 


King Ibn Saud thereupon telegraphed the Shah 
explaining in detail the circumstances surround the 
offense; the conviction and execution of the Iranian 
pil » and sent a confirmation by mail to make sure 
that no variations would occur during transmission. 


The Acting Foreign biinister states that no further 


developments have occurred. 
Repeated to Catro and Tehran. 
Moose 
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AIR MAIL 


No. 737 


Subject: Arrangements being made to permit Pilgrimage 
to the Hedjaz. 





a nee’ the honor to inform the Departaen that ar- 

ms are being made to permit a certain number of 
pilgrims to make a pilgrimage to the Hedjaz for the 
ensuing Hajj. The fuaber of vessels to be made avail- 
able for the journey has not as yet been decided. 


The cost of a first-class return ticket is estimated 
at Rs. 867/-/- and of a deck return ticket Rs. 328/-/-, 
inclusive of food charges on the voyage and the Jedda and 
Kemaran dues. 


Tickets will be issued ss in accordance with 
the priority of applications but subject to the quotas 
fixed for British Indian Provinces, States, and neighbor- 
ing countries. 


Children under the age of twelve years will not be 
allowed to accompany pilgrms on the pilgrim ships this 


year. 
Respectfully/yours, 
ep flay 
P Secre in Charge 
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Subject: Russian Pilgrims to Saudi Arabia. 
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The Honorable 


The Secretary of State, eee 
Washington 25, D. _ 


Sir: 


I have the honor to report that among the pil ims 
making the journey to Mecoa this year were six Soviet 
citizens, the first to make the pilgrimage since the 
German attack on Russia in 1941. 


These six pilgrims were from Bokhara. Two or 

three of them were imams, local Moslem spiritual leaders. 
They were flown to Tehran and thence to Baghdad and Egypt. 
This small Russian pilgrimage resembles the token pilgrinm- 
age organized by the French authorities in Africa the 
past two years Tens French planes bearing a colorful 
assortment of distinguished pilgrims from the various 
regions of French North and West Africa arrived in Jidda 
on November 18). It is significant only as possible 
additional evidence of the Soviet Union's interest in 
pty its prestige in all countries of the Middle 

st. 


Respectfully yours, 
In ozalid to the Department. 


Copies to Cairo, Tehran and Moscow. ; 
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